jt i 

J.J&SS'-'i 

wSwFWent 

fjr  • 

-f 

M#p®5 

fftiStb;  Tiif? 

# :  /  if  ,S\4 

J  •  :'  ;’jP^L  ,-^K  -k’.' 

f#r*m  - 

ly  Jr ; jxju. 4 -.-> 

fpi 

K.  S,  s  ..,#* 

ipj 

fmM&  ^®Rll 
t;- 

k  :,©r 

fflf  \  s»  w 

■y  ^  \  Vj 

ilk  I® 

iSltf  '  M'  ' 

Mj:  /jL^S 

g®  i 

jy^sk  ■  :r'/r^  3  in 

,  ^jKfcs,  '  f  9 

liyQ\l 

V 


\ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


\ 


https://archive.org/details/b30540938 


/ 


I 


( 


\ 


- 


» 


V 


I 


\ 


/ 


V 


\ 


* 


OF  THE 


TOWN  and  ABBEY 


O  F 

GLASTONBURY. 

The  Magnificence  and  Glory  of  which 
was  formerly  the  Admiration  of  all 
Europe. 

Giving  an  Account  of  its  firft  Founders,  the  Means 
whereby  it  rofe  to  fo  much  Glory,  the  high  Veneration 
it  was  held  in  by  both  Chriftians  and  Infidels ,  the  im- 
menfe  Riches  given  to  it  by  Kings,  Queens,  and 
Emperors,  the  Holy  Men  who  liv’d  in  it,  and  many  c~ 
ther  curious  Particulars ,  colledled  from  Sir  William  Dug- 
dale,  Bifhop  U fiber,  Bifhop  Godwyn ,  Mr.  Hearne ,  Bifhop 
:f anner ,  and  other  learned  Men. 

To  which  is  added , 

An  Accurate  Account  of  the  Properties  and  JJfies  of  the 
MINERAL  WATERS  there. 

Confirmed  by  proper  Experiments  :  With  fome  Directions  in  what 
Manner  they  fhould  be  made  Ufe  of,  fo  as  to  be  mod:  fer- 
viceable  :  and  an  authentick  Account  of  many  remarkable 
Cures  perform’d  by  them  with  Remarks . 

By  a  PHYSICIAN. 
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THE 

HISTORY 


OF  THE 

TOWN  and  ABBEY 

i.  -  v  ■  -■ 

O  F 

GLASTON  BURT. 

H  E  ‘Revolutions  and  Changes  of  Em¬ 
pires,  Kingdoms,  Cities  and  Towns,  are 
fo  extraordinary,  that  they  feem  in¬ 
tended  to  inftrudt  u$,  <c  That  the  Molt 
“  High  ruleth  over  all ,  that  His  King - 
“  dom  alone  is  an  everlafting  Kingdom  ; 
<c  and  that  all  Human  Glory  is  hut  a 
iC  Shadow  which  pajfeth  away fo  that  was  it  not  for  Hif- 
tory,  the  mightieft  Empires,  the  Mgeft  Cities,  and  the  moft 
ftupendous  and  magnificent  Works  would  not,  after  a 
Courfe  of  Years,  be  known  ever  to  have  exifted.  Such 

A  2  has 
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has  been  the  fad  Fate  of  that  once  mofl:  magnificent 
Place  of'  which  we  are  now  going  to  write  *,  for  though 
its  very  Ruins  are  fo  grand,  that  they  fill  us  with  Admira¬ 
tion  and  Wonder,  and  give  us  feme  Idea  of  what  it 
was,  when  in  its  Glory ,  yet  it  is  from  Hiftory  alone  that 
we  can  gain  a  more  exadt  and  perfedt  Knowledge  of  it ;  at 
what  Time  it  was  firft  built,  and  by  whom;  by  what  Means 
and  Degrees  it  arofe  to  fo  great  Splendor  *,  the  pious  and 
holy  Perfons  that  dwelt  within  its  facred  Walls  ;  the  high 
Veneration  paid  to  it  by  all  Europe^  and  how,  alas  !  it 
is  become  a  Heap  of  Ruins. 

Several  of  the  mofl:  ingenious  and  learned  Men  in  this 
Kingdom,  fuch  as  Sir  William  Eugdale ,  the  famous  Bi- 
fhop  UJher ,  the  learned  Bifhop  Godwyn ,  and  Bifhop  'Tan¬ 
ner  have  employed  their  Pens  to  refeue  it  from  Obli¬ 
vion,  by  giving  as  particular  and  exact  an  Account  of  it, 
as  the  greateft  Diligence  and  Pains  could  collect  ;  and 
we  purpofe  to  gather  from  all  thefe  famous  Writers 
whatever  is  material,  fo  as  to  make  this  a  compleat  Hiftory 
of  the  fo  much  famed  Abbey  of  Glaftonhitry . 


Of  the  Original  of  the  Town  of  Glafton- 
bury  ;  the  'Derivation  of  its  Name, 
and  its  frfl  Inhabitants,  &c. 

i  .  -  .  .  '  ..  4 

ripl  PI  E  old  Briiains  called  this  Place  Tmfwitrin 
A  which  afterwards  the  Saxons  interpreted  into  Glafi- 
mhury ,  or  the  T own  of  Glafs ,  fo  called  on  Account  of 
the  River’s  encompafling  the  Marfh,.  as  clear  as  Chrys- 
tal,  and,  as  it  were,  of  the  Colour  of  Glafs.  It  was 
like  wife  called  Avalonia ,  or  the  IJle  of  Avalon  ;  It  had  the 
Name  of  an  Hand,  on  Account  of  being  formerly  en- 
clofed  about  by  a  deep  Marih  3  and  Avfdon 9  either  from 
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the  Brit  if o  Word  Avala,  fignifying  an  -Apple,  becaufe 
it  abounded  with  Apple  Trees,  when  it  was  clear’d  from 
Wood  and  Bufhes,  and  firft  made  habitable,  or  elfe  from 
one  Avallon ,  who  was  once  Lord  of  that  Territory.  We 
have  an  Account  in  the  ancient  Accounts  of  the  Bri~ 
tons ,  &c.  that  twelve  Brothers  came  from  the  Northern 
into  the  Weftern  Parts  of  Britain ,  and  pofifefied  them- 
felves  of  feveral  Countries,  which  their  Great  Grandfather 
Cuneda  had  held  :  The  Names  of  thefe  Brothers  were  Lud- 
nerb ,  Morgen ,  Catgue ,  Cathmou ,  Morgnid ,  Mcrvienethy 
Morchely  Mouant ,  Boteny  Morgen  y  Mortineily  mdGlafteing: 
This  is  that  Glafteingy  who  following  his  Sow,  found  her 
fuckling  her  Pigs  under  an  Apple-Tree  near  this  Place  ; 
and  he  finding  the  Ifland  to  abound  in  all  Neceffaries,  fet¬ 
tled  there  with  his  Family,  and  there  ended  his  Days  : 
From  him  and  his  Family  that  Place  is  laid  to  have 
been  firft  peopled.— -Bh is  is  taken  from  the  old  Books 
of  the  Britons.  •  - 

Of  the  Abbey  of  Glaftonbury. 

rp  H  E  ingenious  Mr.  Stevens ,  in  his  Continuation  of 
I  Sir  William  Bugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Abbeys  and 
Monafteries,  fpeaks  of  this  Abbey  as  follows  : 

6C  Of  this  Abbey,  fo  much  celebrated  throughout  the  Chrif- 
tian  World,  too  much  cannot  be  laid,  being  a  Subject  for 
whole  Volumes,  as  we  fee  fome  have  been  compiled  of 
other  Churches,  inferior  to  this  in  Antiquity,  and  many 
other  Particulars.  This  was  ( notwithflanding  the  ground- 
lefs  Cavils  of  fome  Criticks )  one  of  the  firft  Places  where 
Chriftianity  may  be  faid  to  have  had  a  Settlement  ;  and 
though  the  Pofifeffion  was  perhaps  for  fome  Time  inter¬ 
rupted  by  the  Perfections  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  yet 
as  foon  as  ever  the  Faithfull  began  to  breath  again,  they 
again  reforted  to  this  Place,  as  peculiarly  dedicated  to  God: 

It 


/ 


(  6  ) 

It  was  even  honoured  by  the  Britifoy  Saxon ,  Danijh  and 
Norman  Kings,  and  never  ceafed  to  have  the  fame  Vene¬ 
ration  paid  to  it,  till  it  fell  by  the  Hands  of  facrilegious 
Men,  to  fupply  (among  the  reft)  the  boundlefs  Profu- 
fion  of  King  Henry  VIII.  who  ftill  affuming  the  Name  of 
a  Chrifilan ,  overthrew  as  many  facred  Strudures,  as  if  he 
had  been  a  Heathen ,  Goth  or  Vandal But  thefe  Re¬ 
flections  may  be  ungrateful  to  many,  who  cannot  or  will 
not  diftinguifh  between  Sacrilege  and  Reformation ,  and 
therefore  look  upon  the  Deftrudion  of  Churches,  and 
other  Places  dedicated  to  God,  as  Heroick  Adiions ,  and 
glory  in  converting  the  nobleft  Strudures  ( which  ci¬ 
viliz’d  Heathens  would  have  fpared,  on  Account  of  their 
Magnificence)  into  Barns  and  Stables,  and  into  Heaps  of 
Rubbifh,  as  this  once  wonderful  Fabrick  is  at  prefent  *,  or 
elfe  in  conveying  away  that  very  Rubbifh,  that  no  Me¬ 
mory  may  remain  of  fuch  facred  Piles  as  has  happened  in 

many  other  Places. . -  - - We  therefore  now 

proceed  to  the  Pliftory  of  this  Abbey,  and  we  fhall  here 
give  the  following  Account  of  the  fame  from  that  re¬ 
nowned  antient  Writer,  William  of  Malmjbury H 


The  Church  of  Glastonbury  founded 
by  twelve  Tijciples  of  the  ^pofilesSt. 

Philip  and  Jacob. 

AFTER  the  Afcenfion  of  our  Lord,  thePriefts 
of  the  Jews*  with  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  raifing 
a  Perfecution  at  Jerufalem  againft  the  Faithful ,  and  ha¬ 
ving  put  to  Death  Stephen  the  Proto  martyr,  the  reft  were 
all  difperled  into  feveral  Nations,  to  preach  the  Word 
of  God.  St .  Philip ,  as  Freculus  teftifies.  Lib.  2.  Chap . 
4.  proceeding  into  the  Country  of  the  Franks ,  converted 
and  baptized  many  j  and  being  zealous  to  propagate  the 

Faith* 


I 
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Faith,  chofe  twelve  of  his  Difciples,  and  laying  Hands 
on  them,  fent  them  to  declare  the  Incarnation  of  the  Son 
of  God  in  Britain  :  Over  thefe  he  appointed  his  peculiar 
Friend,  Jofepb  of  Arimathea ,  who  buried  our  Lord,, 
Chief  or  Head.  Thefe  coming  into  Britain  in. the  .Year 
of  the  Incarnation  of  our  Lord,  63,  and  after  his  Paflion, 
31,  boldly  preached  the  Faith  of  Cbrift . 

King  Aviragus ,  who  then  reigned  here,  hearing  fuch 
ftrange  and  before  un bear’d  of  Doctrine,  refufed  to  admit 
of  the  fame,  or  to  depart  from  the  Traditions  of  his 
Fore-fathers  •,  but  in  Regard  that  they  came  from  far,  and 
their  modeft  Behaviour  claimed  Favour,  he  at  their  Re- 
queft  granted  them  a  certain  liland  in  his  Dominions,  en- 
compaffed  with  Woods,  Thorns,  and'  Marilies.,  called 
Lnifwitrim ,  for  them  to  inhabit.  Afterwards  two  other 
Kings,  though  Pagans ,  obferving  their  Sandfity  of  Life, 
granted  each  of  them  a  Portion  of  Land,  and  confirmed 
the  fame,  according  to  the  Cuftom  then  irfed  ;  wrhence  it 
is  thought  they  are  ftill  called  the  Twelve  Hides . 

The  aforefaid  Saints  refiding  in  this  liland,  were  fome 
Time  after  admonifhed  (by  the  Angel  Gabriel  appear¬ 
ing  to  them)  to  build  a  Church  in  Honour  of  the  BldTed 
Virgin  Mary^  on  a  Piece  of  Ground  mark’d  out  to  them : 
They  accordingly  immediately  eredled  a  Chapel o  in  the 
Year  31,  after  the  PafTion  of  our  Lord  •,  which  had  in 
Length  fixty  Feet,  in  Breadth  twenty-fix,  and  was  made 
with  wooden  Rods,  interwoven  or  wattled,  and  covered 
with  Reed  or  Straw  :  It  had  a  Window  in  the  Fail  End, 
three  Windows  in  the  South,  and  the  Entrance  was  on 
the  South  Side,  almoft  at  the  Wefternmo.fi:  End.  A  very 
mean  Structure,  but  adorn'd  with  much  Virtue. 

*  A  Elide  is  fuch  a  Portion  of  Land ,  as  one  Plough 
and  Oxen  could  till  in  a  Teai\  or  as  was  fufficient  to  maintain 
a  Family  a  Tear .  .  This 
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This  facred  Chapel,  according  to  a  very  antient  Manufcript 
of  the  Antiquities  of  Glaftonbury ,  now  in  the  Cotton  Li¬ 
brary  ,  and  quoted  by  Sir  William  Dugdale ,  was  dedicated 
by  Christ  himfelf,  to  the  Honour  of  his  Mother,  and 
the  Place  for  the  Burial  of  his  Servants.  And  here  the 
twelve  holy  Men  fpent  their  Time  in  Prayer,  Watching 
and  Faffing,  and  are  faid  to  have  been  comforted  with 
the  Sight  of  the  BlefTed  Virgin . 

The  Truth  of  thefe  Particulars  is  verified  by  the  Epiftle 
of  St.  Patrick ,  and  the  Writings  of  antient  Men.  One  of 
them,  a  Britifh  Hifboriographer,  as  we  have  feen  at  St.  Au- 
guftin’s  and  St.  Edmund' s-Bury,  begins  thus,  “  There  is  in 
“  the  Weftern  Parts  ^Britain,  a  certain  Royal  Ifland  of  old, 
(C  called  Glaffonbury,  of  large  Extent ,  encompajfed  with 

Marjhes  and  Waters ,  abounding  in  Fifh ,  furnijhed  with 
“  many  Things  for  the  Relief  of  Human  Wants  ;  and, 
cc  what  is  beyond  all  the  reft ,  dedicated  to  Sacred  Functions  : 

In  it  the  firft  Englifh  Converts  to  Chrifl ianity  ( by  Di- 
<c  vine  Directions )  found  an  antient  Church ,  not  builded  by 

Men,  as  they  fay ,  but  provided  by  GOD  for  the  Salvation 
cc  of  Souls  ;  which  afterwards ,  the  fame  Maker  of  the 
<c  Heavens ,  by  many  Miracles  and  Wonders ,  fhew'd  he  had 
€C  confecrated  to  Himfelf ,  and  the  Holy  Mother  of  GOD , 
“  MARY.59  But  to  return  from  whence  we  have  di« 
greffed. 

The  holy  Men  before-mentioned,  lived  in  this  Place 
many  Years,  converting  a  great  Multitude  of  Pagans  to 
the  Faith  of  CHRIST,  and  afterwards  were  delivered  out 
of  the  Fle/h  ;  and  that  Place,  till  then  the  Habitation  of 
Saints,  became  a  Receptacle  of  wild  Beaffs  ;  till  it  pleafed 
the  BlefTed  Virgin  to  bring  again  her  Oratory  into  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  the  Faithful  \  which,  how  it  came  to  pafs,  we 
are  now  to  relate. 


How 
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m  the  Saints  Pliaganus  unci  Diruvi- 
anus  converted  the  Britons  to  the 
Faith j  and  came  to  the  IJland  of 
Avalon.,  or  Glaftonbury. 

IT  is  reported  by  Hiftories  of  good  Credit,  that  Z&- 
cius9  King  of  the  Britons ,  fent  to  Pope  Eleutherius ,  the 
13th  in  Succeffion  after  St.  Peter ,  intreating  him  to  difpel 
the  Darknefs  of  Britain ,  by  fp reading  the  Light  of  Chrif- 
tianity .  Eleutherius  fent  two  moft  holy  Preachers  into 
Britain ,  viz.  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus ,  as  5/.  Patrick’s 
Letters  and  the  Accounts  of  the  Britons  teftify.— Thefe 
preaching  the  Word  of  Life ,  baptized  the  King  and  his 
People  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
fix  ;  and  fo  proceeding  through  Britain ,  to  propagate  the 
Faith ,  came  into  the  Hand  of  Avallonia ,  or  Glaftonbury , 
where  they  found  an  antient  Chapel,  built  by  the  Difci- 
-piesof  CHRISP ,  as  is  reported.  An  Hundred  and  three 
Years  were  elaps’d  fince  the  Coming  of  Philip ’ s  D i fc ip les 
into  the  Hand,  till  the  Coming  ot  the  aforefaid  Saints, 
Phaganus  and  Diruvianus r  who  rejoic’d  exceedingly  at  the 
finding  of  the  Oratory.  There  they  continued  praifing 
GOD  nine  Years,  carefully  fearching  the  whole  Place, 
where  they  found  the  Enfigns  of  our  Redemption ,  and 
other  manifeft  Tokens  that  it  had  been  before  inhabited 
by  Chriftians  :  They  alfo  found  all  the  Revelations  of  the 
antient  Writings,  viz.  How  that  the  holy  Apoftles  being 
difperfed  throughout  the  World,  St.  Philip  coming  with  a 
Number  of  Difciples  into  France ,  fent  twelve  of  them 
into  Britain ,  to  preach  ;  who,  by  Divine  Relation,  built 
the  aforefaid  Chapel,  which  the  Son  of  the  Moft  High  af¬ 
terwards  dedicated  in  Honour  of  his  Mother  ;  and  that 
three  Pagan  Kings  had  given  unto  them  (being  twelve  in 
Number)  twelve  Portions  of  Lands  for  their  Maintenance. 

B  They 
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They  alfo  found  their  Actions  written,  and  therefore  they 
loved  that  Place  above  all  others  ;  and  in  Memory  of  the 
firft  twelve,  appointed  twelve  of  their  own  Number  to 
inhabit  that  Ifland,  with  the  Confent  of  King  Lucius :  The 
which  twelve  lived  like  Anchorites ,  in  the  very  fame  Places 
where  the  firft  twelve  had  been,  and  often  met  at  the  anti- 
ent  Chapel,  to  perform  the  Divine  Service,  King  Lucius 
confirming  the  Ifiand  to  them  *,  fo  that  there  was  a  conti¬ 
nual  Succeflion  from  thefe  twelve,  of  twelve  others  fot 
many  Years,  till  the  Coming  of  St.  Patrick ,  the  Apoftle 
of  the  Irijh.  To  the  old  Chapel  they  had  found,  they 
added  an  Oratory,  b  ilt  with  Stone,  dedicating  the  fame 
to  CHRIST ,  and  the  holy  Apoftles,  St.  Peter  and  PauL 
By  thefe  then  was  reftored  the  antient  Church  of  St.  Mary , 
in  Glajtonbury ,  as  has  been  delivered  down  from  former 
Ages. 


Of  Holy  Men  that  re  forte  cl  to  and 
lived  in  this  ‘Place. 

rTn  H  I  S  Church,  though  at  firft  made  of  W; attles,  as 
I  has  been  faid,  became  fo  famous  for  its  Antiquity, 
and  retained  fuch  a  Savour  of  S anility ,  that  it  wasreforted 
to  from  all  Parts  of  Britain ,  being  vifited  by  the  Great 
and  Wealthy,  and  made  the  Dwelling  of  the  Religious 
and  Learned. 

Here  Gildas ,  to  whom  the  Britons  owe  their  being 
known  to  other  Nations,  led  a  moft  holy  Life  many 
Years,  and  died  in  the  Year  512,  was  buried  in  the  old 
Church,  before  the  Altar.  Here  St.  Patrick ,  after  having 
long  preached  to  the  Irijh ,  took  up  his  Abode  in  his  latter 
Days,  and  became  the  firft  Abbot,  reducing  the  before- 
mentioned  twelve  Anchorites  to  a  Monaftical  Life,  and  ap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed  them  a  Rule  after  the  Manner  of  the  Monks  of 
JEgypt  :  He  was,  after  Death,  buried  in  the  old  Church, 
on  the  Right  Side  of  the  Altar  :  He  died  in  the  Hun¬ 
dred  and  tenth  Year  of  his  Age,  which  was  of  our 
Lord  472,  and  the  Forty -feventh  after  he  had  been  fent 
into  Ireland  •,  for  he  was  born  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
361.  His  Father’s  Name  was  Calipurnus ,  his  Mother’s 
Conches ,  Sifter  to  St.  Martin ,  Bifhop  of  Tours*  He  was 
baptized  Sucajh ,  but  Pope  Celeftin  gave  him  the  Name  of 
Patrick.  Fie  was  taken  by  the  Irijh  at  fixteen  Years  of 
Age,  and  continued  fix  Years  in  Slavery  ;  after  which  he 
returned  Home,  and  meeting  with  St.  German ,  Bifhop  of 
Auxerre,  was  his  Difciple  for  the  Space  of  twenty-two 
Years  ;  then  going  to  Rome ,  he  was  by  Pope  Celeftin  fent 
into  Ireland ,  in  the  Year  425  ;  which  Nation  he  converted, 
by  working  many  Miracles  :  Then  returning  into  Eng¬ 
land^  he  continued  in  an  holy  Life  thirty-nine  Years  at  Glaft- 
tonhury.  This  moved  many  of  the  Irijh ^  frequently  to 
come  over  to  vifit  the  Relicks  of  their  Patron  and  Apoftle, 
among  whom  St.  Indraet  and  St.  Bridget  are  famous  ;  the 
firft  of  which  buffered  Martyrdom  here  ;  and  the  latter, 
after  a  fhort  Stay,  returned  to  her  own  Country.  Like- 
wife,  St.  Benignus ,  Difciple  and  Succeffor  to  St.  Patrick , 
(of  whom  we  fhall  fpeak  hereafter)  and  the  holy  Father, 
St.  Kolumkill ,  came  to  Glaft  anbury  in  the  Year  504,  and 
fome  lay  he  ended  this  Mortal  Life  there,  as  did  the  mo  ft 
holy  and  famous  St.  David ,  Patron  of  Wales. 

Sir  William  Dugdale  writes,  that  though  the  Church 
was  afterwards  feveral  Times  rebuilt,  this  Place  Hill  re¬ 
mained  under  the  former  Confecration,  and  was  held  in 
fuch  Veneration,  that  Kings,  Rifhops,  and  all  the  greateft 
Perfons,  thought  themfelves  happy  in  adding  fomething 
to  its  Poffeffions,  or  being  buried  with  any  fmall  Parcel  of 
its  Earth.  St.  Dunftan ,  and  other  holy  Abbots,  always 
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preferring  the  Number  of  twelve  Monks ,  added  to  them 
feveral  Clergymen  that  fung  well. 

This  Church,  by  Reafon  of  its  Antiquity,  was  by  the 
Englifto  called  Ealdchirch ,  that  is,  Old  Churchy  and  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Country  about  it  thought  no  Oath  more  facred 
than  to  fwear  By  the  Old  Churchy  as  being  the  firft  and 
oldeft  Church  in  England ,  and  held  in  fuch  Veneration, 
that  it  was  called  a  Second  Rome  for  S  anility  ;  becaufe,  as 
Rome  was  honoured  with  a  Multitude  of  Martyrs,  fo  this 
Place  was  renowned  for  many  Confeifors. 

Saints  and  Holy  Men  that  were  'buried 

in  this  Tlace. 


PI  I  S  Church  was  the  facred  Repofitory  of  the 
Allies  of  a  Multitude  of  Saints,  infomuch  that  no 
JSL  Corner  of  it,  or  the  Church- Yard,  is  deftitute  of 
the  fame.  There  lie  the  twelve  Apoflles  (before- men¬ 
tioned)  of  St.  Philips  the  Apoftle,  with  their  Chief,  Jofeph 
of.  Arimathea ,  and  his  Son  Jofeph  •,  alfo,  St.  Patrick ,  the 
Apoftle  of  Ireland  ;  St.  Benignus ,  Difciple  to  St.  Patrick  \ 
Si.  Pinius ,  Difciple  to  Benignus  %  St.  Gildas ,  the  Britifh  Hif- 
torian  *,  St.  David ,  Bifliop  of  Menevia  ,  St.  Dunftan  ;  St. 
Indraft  US)  Martyr,  and  his  feven  Companions  ;  St.  Urban , 
Martyr  St.  Apollinaris ,  Bifliop  and  Martyr,  Difciple  to  St. 
Peter  the  Apoftle  *,  St.  Vincentius ,  Archdeacon  and  Martyr; 
three  of  the  holy  Innocents ;  St.  Bajilius ,  Martyr  ;  Part  of 
St.  Ofwald ,  King  and  Martyr ;  St.  Valerius  and  Sx.Salvius ,  Bi¬ 
ll]  ops  and  Martyrs  ;  St.  Canon ,  Anaft alius,  Renignius,  Ca - 
fanius ,  Abdon ,  and  Sennen ,  Martyrs  ;  St.  Paulinas ,  Bifhop 
of  tire  Northumbrians  -3  St.  Aldan,  Bilhop  of  Lindisfarn  ; 
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Coelfrid  and  Boijilus ,  Abbots ;  Venerable  Bede  ;  *  St.  Bene - 
dill,  Bilb  op  ;  Hefterpine ,  Sigfride ,  and  Herbert,  Abbots ; 
St.  Id  amis,  Bjlhop  •,  St,  Teifon ,  Abbot,  and  his  twelve 
Companions  ;  St.  Iltwich  St.  Lilianus ,  Abbot;  Part  of 
Guthlac ,  the  Anchorite  ;  St.  Poppa,  Archbilhop  of  Treves  ; 
St.  Geminianus ,  Confeffor  ;  the  holy  Virgins  Hilda,  Hebbe, 
Begu,  Crifante ,  Udilia,  Mary,  Martha,  Lucy,  Walburge , 
Gertrude,  Cecili ,  Wenta,  Mamilla,  Edberga ,  Elfreda,  Batil- 
dis,  Urfula ,  Daria,  and  Edfwith'a  ;  the  I  aft  of  thefe  af¬ 
firmed  to  be  entire,  many  Wars  after  fhe  had  been  interr’d. 
Many  more  Names  of  holy  Men  and  Women  were  loft 
by  the  burning  of  the  antient  Church,  and  Time  has  worn 
out  the  Memory  of  a  ftill  greater  Number. 


Sacred  Relicts  preferred  here. 

Many  other  Relidls  were  alfo  preferved  in  this  Church; 
of  thofe  relating  to  the  Old  T eft  ament ;  Part  of  Rachael*  s 

Tomb  ; 


*  It  is  certain  that  the  Venerable  Bede  was  firft  buried 
in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Cuthbert,  in  Durham, 
as  appears  by  an  Infcription  to  this  Day  ftanding  near  his 
Monument  or  Tomb  in  that  Church  ;  the  l aft  Words  of 
which  are , 

Hie  funt  in  folia,  Bed^  Venerabilis  Offa, 

Here  are  buried  the  Bones  of  Venerable  Bede. 

Therefore,  if  the  Bones  of  Venerable  Bede  were  tranflated 
from  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Cuthbert,  in  Durham,  where 
he  was  buried,  and  where  both  his  Tomb,  and  alfo  an  Infcrip¬ 
tion  hanging  near  it,  ftill  remain,  it  jhews  the  great  Venera¬ 
tion  and  Ejieem  that  even  Durham  it f elf  had  for  the  Abbey 
of  Glaftonbury. 
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Tomb ;  of  the  Altar  on  which  Mofes  pour’d  out  Oil  ; 
of  his  Rod  ;  ot  the  Tomb  of  Ifaiah  ;  fome  Manna  ; 
Relidts  of  the  Prophet  Daniel ;  of  the  three  Children  de¬ 
livered  from  the  Fiery  Furnace  *,  fix  gilt  Stones  of  the 
Pavement  of  the  Temple,  and  fome  cr  the  Gate.  Re¬ 
lating  to  cur  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  Some  of  the  Linen  he 
was  wrapp’d  in  ;  two  Pieces  of  the  Manger  *,  fome  of 
the  Gold  offered  by  the  Wife  Men  *,  Stones  of  Jordan , 
where  our  Saviour  was  baptized  ;  one  of  the  Veflels  in 
which  Christ  turned  Water  into  Wine  ;  of  the  Stones 
the  Devil  propofed  to  Christ,  to  convert  into  Bread  ;  of 
the  Five  Loaves  with  which  our  Lord  fed  Five  Thoufand 
Perfons  ;  of  the  Place  where  he  was  transfigured  ;  of  the 
Stone  he  flood  on  in  the  Temple  ;  of  his  Hair  ;  of  the 
Hem  of  his  Garment  ;  of  His  Crcfs  and  Sepulchre ;  one 
! Thorn  of  His  Crown  of  Thorns  ;  and  many  more  :  Alfo, 
Relidts  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  ;  of  St.  John  the  Baptifl  ; 
of  the  Apoftles  ;  of  many  Martyrs,  Confeffors,  and  Holy 
Virgins. 

On  this  Account,  Glafionhury  was  every  where  held  in 
the  greatefl  Veneration  ;  and,  as  has  been  faid,  the  greatefl 
Perfons  coveted  to  be  buried  there  ;  moil  of  whofe  Names 
have  been  loft,  and  of  fome,  Mention  lias  been  made 
before  :  And  it  was  honoured  by  the  magnificent  Appel¬ 
lations  of  The  first  Land  of  GOD,  The  first  Land 
of  Saints  in  ENGLAND ,  The  Tomb  of  Saints,  The 
Mother  of  Saints. 

An  Account  of  the  two  ant  lent 

P  Y  R  A  M  I  D  S. 

A  Few  Feet  from  the  old  Church  flood  two  Pyramids; 
J~~\  that  next  to  the  Church  26  Feet  high,  and  of  five 
Stages  or  Stories,  on  which  were  many  Antiquities,  almoft  . 
worn  out  by  Age.  On  the  uppermoft  Story  of  it,  was  an 
Image  in  Pontifical  Veftments  ;  on  the  fecond,  the  Image 
of  a  King,  with  thefe  Letters,  Her,  Sexi,  and  Busier  *, 
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on  the  third  were  thefe  Words,  Wemerejt ,  Bantomg ,  Wine - 
•,  on  the  fourth,  Hate  IVulfred ,  and  Eanfied ;  on  the 
fifth  and  lowed,  an  Image,  and  this  Infcription,  Loricr 
Weftigas ,  Bregden ,  Swelves>  Swingendes ,  Bera.  The  other 
Pyramid  was  eighteen  Feet  high,  and  had  four  Stages,  on 
which  was  to  be  read,  Hedde  Bifhop  Bregored ,  and  Breor- 
ward.  What  thefe  Words  Signify  is  not  known  ;  but  it 
is  guefs} d  they  were  the  Names  of  the  Perfons  depofitcd 
within  the  hollow  of  the  Pyramids:  As  for  Logger ,  it  is  for 
certain  concluded  to  be  the  fame  that  gave  the  Name  to 
Logger  ejbeork,  now  called  Montacute  *,  Bregden ,  from 

whom  Brent amafte,  now  call’d  Brent amerfe  ;  Beornwold. , 
was  Abbot  after  Hemgiffet.  So  great  was  the  Refpebl  paid 
by  our  Anceftors  to  this  Place,  that  they  durft  not  utter 
any  idle  Words,  nor  fo  much  as  Spit  in  the  Church  or 
Church-Yard,  unlefs  compell’d  by  the  utmoft  Neceftity, 
and  even  then  with  the  utmoft  Reludtancy  and  Re  mode  : 
Neither  durft  any  Man  prefume  to  bring  a  Hawk,  Horfe 
or  Dog  into  the  Church  Yard,  becaufe  it  had  been  often  ob 
Serv’d,  that  Such  as  had  accidentally  been  brought  in,  imme¬ 
diately  dy’d.  Even  from  foreign  Countries  the  Earth  of  this 
Church- Yard  was  fent  for,  to  bury  with  thegreateft  Perfons; 
and  it  is  reported,  that  even  a  Mahometan  Sultan,  having 
taken  an  Englifo  Gentleman  in  the  Holy  Land ,  gave  him 
hisLiberty,  upon  Promife  that  he  would  bring  him  aG aunt- 
let  full  of  that  Earth  *,  which  was  accordingly  perform’d, 
and  the  Gentleman,  returning  to  Glaftonbury ,  declar’d  the 
fame  upon  Oath. 

The  Holy  and  Godly  Prelates  this  Tlace 
has  furnijhed  other  Churches  with. 

THIS  Houfefurnifti’d  Several  Churches  with  Pious  and 
godly  Prelates,  as  Brithwald ,  the  firft  Englifh  Abbot 
whp  v^as  made  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  Athelman ,  a 

Monk, 
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Monk,  made  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells ,  and  afterwards 
Archbifhopof  Canterbury  ;  St.  Bund  an,  firft  Bifhop  of  l¥ in¬ 
ch  eft  er,  next  of  London ,  and  laftly  Archbifliop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  ;  Egelgarius ,  firft  made  Abbot  of  Hide  Monaftery,  in 
Winchefter ,  then  Bifhop  of  Chefter ,  and  afterwards  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  Sigerius ,  firft  Bifhop  of  Wells^  and 
then  Archbifnop  of  Canterbury ;  St.  Elphegus ,  Martyr,,  firft 
made  Abbot  of  iAA,  then.  Bifhop  of  Winchefter ,  'and  next 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  Other  Monks  of  Glaftonbury 
made  Biftiops,  where  Geojfry ,  who  dy’d  in  782  ;  Ethel - 
win ,  who  dy’d  the  fame  Year  ;  Withert ,  in  800  ;  ALp 
t hegy  in  836  ;  Alftan ,  in  842',  Lumber t ,  in  862  *,  David , 
in  956  *,  Elfrie ,  in  988  :  Add  to  thefe  Sigeganus ,  Bifhop 
of  ALA  ;  Brit  elm ,  alfo  of  ALA  ,  Alfwold ,  of  CnL  j 
/rii,  of  Norwich  %  St.-  Ethelwolf  \  of  Winchefter  ;  A7- 
Jinus^  Aelfftan ,  Egelric ,  Elmer ,  Sivingus ,  Brithwius ,  Brit- 
woldy  &c.  aii  of  them  Monks  of  Glaftonbury. 


The  noble  Benefactions  given  to  this 

C  H  U  R  C  H. 

r~|~i  FI  O  S  E  who  gave  Lands  and  Poftefiions  to  this  Church 
Ji  were  as  follows  :  Arviragus ,  King  of  the  Britons ,  tho’  a 
Pagan,  gave  to  Jofeph  of  Arimatheay  and  his  Companions, 
this  Ifland,  then  enclos'd  with  Bufhes  and  Mar  flies  ;  which 
afterwards  Lucius ,  the  firft  Chriftian  King  of  Britain ,  con¬ 
firm’d  to  Bhaganus  and  Diruvianus ,  Monks  and  Cardi¬ 
nals,  fent  by  Pope  Eleutherius  to  baptize  him  *,  the  famous 
Britijh  King  Arthur  gave  to  it  Brentmaris  and  Pouldon ?,  with 
many  other  adjacent  Lands  ;  King  Domp,  gave  the  Land 
call’d  Tnfwitryn  ;  King  Kehwall  gave  Ferramere ,  and  the 
two  Iilan  ds  of  Weftei  and  Go  deni ,  as  alfo  thofe  of  Rehery , 
Mor  tine  fey ,  and  Andredgfein ,  King  Kentwin  gave  Monha- 
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ton.)  being  23  Hides,  and  20  Flides  in  Cart)  and  three  in 
Crucan  ,  King  Baldred  gave  22  Hides,  and  the  Fifhery  at 
Peret ;  Bifhop  Hedda  6  Hides  ;  King  In  a  73  Hides,  and  a 
Fishery  •,  Bit  hop  Wilfrid  61  Hides  •,  Bilhop  For  there  1 
Hide  ;  Abhefs  Buggu  3  Flides  ;  King  Athelard  70,  his 
Queen  Progodida  5  *,  King  Cuthred  3  •,  Lull  a  io,  Ath  el- 
bald  4  ;  Sigebert  22  ;  King  Kenewulph  io-,  his  Minifter 
Athelard  3.  St.  Patrick  obtain’d  of  Pope  Celeftine  12 
Years  Indulgence  for  fuch  as  fhould  vifit  the  Church  of 
the  Virgin  Mary ,  and  adorn  it  with  fome  part  of  their 
Goods  *,  as  appears  by  a  Writing  under  his  own  Hand  to 
be  feen  in  Dugdale  p.  1 1 . 

Auguftin  the  Monk  coming  into  England  about  the 
Year  605,  and  converting  the  Engliflo ,  founded  a  Mona¬ 
stery  of  Bcnedibiine  Monks  at  Canterbury ,  and  foon  after, 
others  were  founded  in  feverai  Places  •,  the  fame  Order  be¬ 
ing  then  alfo  received  at  Glaftonbury  ;  which  as  was  faid  be¬ 
fore  had  till  then  follow’d  the  Inftitutions  of  the  Monks  of 
Egypt)  T  he  Saxon  or  Englifo  Kings  being  converted  re- 
ftor’dtothe  Monks  of  Glaftonbury  many  Lands,  which  had 
been  taken  away  by  their  Pagan  Predeceffors.  The  glorious 
King  InC)  Anno  725,  gave  great  Pofteffions  to  the  Church 
of  St.  Mary ,  as  appears  by  his  Grant  in  Dugdale  p.  1 2  and 
13,  and  founded  a  larger  Church  there  in  Honourof  Our 
Saviour ,  and  the  holy  Apoftles  Peter  and  Paul ,  to  the 
Eaftward  of  the  old  Church.  His  Succeffor  Ethelard  was 
no  lefs  a  Benefactor  to  this  Church,  which  alio  receiv’d 
great  Endowments  from  Kenewulph ,  King  of  the  Weft 
Saxons  and  Brithtric ,  King  of  the  fame  ;  King  Athelftan 
confirmed  all  the  faid  Gifts  by  his  Grant.  King  Edmund 
^  likewife  gave  to  St.  Dunftan ,  Chrift- Male  ford)  Kington , 
IVadeton ;  IVathle ,  Wrington ,  Pokel-Churcb ,  and  Eesford , 
amounting  to  87  Hides  and  a  half,  with  a  Fifhery.  Elf- 
gina ,  his  Queen,  by  his  Command,  gave  the  Manor  of 

C  Domerham . 
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Domerham ,  with  Merton  and  Pedrington ,  being  ico  Hides, 
as  alfo  Stave  8  Hides.  All  King  Edmund's  Gifts,  and  thole 
of  his  Minifters,  to  the  Monaftery  of  Glaftonbury ,  amounted 
to  368  Hides,  to  be  held  in  the  fame  Manner  as  he  held 
his  own  Lands,  with  many  other  Privileges,  as  may  be 
feen  in  his  Charter. 

•  Eared ,  who  fucceeded  Edmund ,  added  to  the  former 
Gifts  •,  as  did  his  Succeffors,  King  Edwin  <and  King  Ed¬ 
gar ,  by  his  Charter  dated  at  London ,  Ann .  971,  not 
only  confirmed  all  former  Grants,  but  added  to  them  many 
Liberties  and  Immunities  •,  and  particularly,  that  the  faid 
Monaftery,  and  fome  Parifhes  fubjed  to  it,  fhould  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  Jurifdidion  of  the  Bifhop,  having  the 
Rites  of  the  See  of  Rome  and  Canterbury ,  confirming  to  it 
215  Hides,  granted  to  it  by  feveral  Benefadors.  The 
Kings  Egelred  and  his  Son  Edmund  added  more  Benefac¬ 
tions. 


Having  thus  given  an  Account  of  the  firft  Foundation 
and  Rife  of  the  renowned  Abbey  of  Glaftonbury,  colie  hied 
from  the  Monafticon  of  the  learned  and  accurate  Sir  William 
JDugdale,  and  from  the  Writings  of  that  famous  antient 
Writer ,  William  of  Malmfbury,  we  Jhall  now  'proceed  to 
give  an  Hiftorical  Account  of  the  Changes  and  Revolutions 
the  Abbey  has  undergone ,  the  great  Privileges  granted  to 
them  by  fun  dry  Kings ,  and  a  Eefcription  of  what  it  was  be¬ 
fore  *its  Supprejfton  ;  taken  from  a  very  curious  and  rare 
Piece ,  publijhed  by  that  learned  Antiquarian ,  Mr.  Thomas 
Hearne,  entitled ,  A  Little  Monument  to  the  once  famous 
Abbey  and  Borough  of  Glastonbury:  Colie  bled  from 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Dugdale,  and  fome  of  our  bejl  Antiquarians 

and  Hifiorians . 
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rp  HIS  Abbey  has  been  rebuilt  feveral  Times  ;  the 
Jl  fir  ft  Time  at  the  firft  planting  of  Chrifiianity  by  St. 
Jofeph  of  Arimathea  \  the  fecond  by  St.  David ,  Archbi- 
fhop  of  Menevia  •,  which  being  again  run  to  Ruin,  was 
railed  up  the  third  Time  by  twelve  well  affected  Men  in 
the  North  •,  and  in  the  Year  708,  In  a.  King  of  the  Weft 
Saxons ,  demolifhed  all  the  old  ruined  Buildings,  and  built 
the  Abbey  quite  new  the  fourth  Time.  One  of  the  Cha¬ 
pels  belonging  to  it,  he  garnifhed  over  with  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  and  gave  to  it  likewife  Ornaments  and  Veffels  of  all 
Gold  and  Silver  ;  for  the  Gold  ("Plate)  thereupon  bellowed, 
amounted  to  333  Pounds  Weight,  and  the  Silver  ( Plate) 
to  two  Thoufand  eight  Hundred  and  Thirty-five,  befides 
the  precious  Gems  embroidered  in  the  celebrated  Veft- 
ments.  Stowe  and  the  Martirologe  make  a  great  deal  more 
of  this  Benefaction. 

Nor  did  this  magnificent  Prince  Hop  his  bountiful  Hand 
here  *,  for  befides  the  Land  he  bellowed  upon  the  Abbey, 
he  confirmed  to  the  Monks  whatever  had  at  any  Time  been 
given  them  by  any  of  his  Predeceffors  and  ftiles  the  Abbey 
in  the  Charter,  Ec  cleft  a  Britannia  prim  a,  £s?  Fons  (A  Origo 
totius  Religionis^—Fhe  firft  Church  of  Britany,  and  the 
Fountain  and  Origin  of  all  Religion .  Moreover,  he 
granted  them  very  great  Privileges  and  Exemptions  from 
the  Bifhop’s  Authority,  permitting  the  Monks  to  receive  in 
the  faid  Monaftery,  or  any  Chapels  annexed  to  it,  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Sacrament. from  whatsoever  Biffiop  they  fhould 
think  fit,  fo  he  were  fuch  a  one  as  was  conformable  to  the 
Church  in  the  Celebration  of  Rafter  ;  which  Charter  (be¬ 
ing  witneffed  by  Burthwald ,  Archbifhop  or  Canterbury , 
the  then  Metropolitan,  by  Daniel ,  Bilhop  of  tVinchefter , 
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Fordredus ,  Bifhop  of  Sherborne ,  the  then  Ordinary  of  So- 
merfetjhire )  was  carried  to  Rome  by  King  Ina  him feb,  who 
got  it  confirmed  by  St.  Gregory  the  Second,  the  then  Pope, 
in  the  Year  of  Christ  725. 

The  Abbey  of  Glaftonbury  was  a  Sufferer  in  the  ninth 
and  tenth  Ages,  by  the  Incurfions  of  the  Danes,  yet  it  was 
not  deitroyed.  Mr.  Broughton ,  in  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hif- 
tory,  fays  it  was  miraculoufly  faved  from  the  Pagan  Fury, 
by  two  of  the  Danes  being  ftricken  blind  :  However, 
amidftthofe  C'onfufions,  it  was  much  negleCted,  which  oc- 
cafioned  the  very  Buildings  to  fall  likewife  to  Ruin  and 
Decay. 

In  or  about  the  Year  942,  King  Edmund,  the  twenty- 
fixth  King  of  the  W eif  Saxons,  and  twenty-feventh  Mo¬ 
narch  of  the  Enghjhmen,  being  willing  to  reftore  this  Ab¬ 
bey  to  its  antient  Splendor,  made  St.  Dunfian  Abbot  of  it, 
and  permitted  him  to  make  free  Ufe  of  his  Treafure  to  re¬ 
build  it.  Whereupon  St.  Dunfian  laid  the  Foundations, 
and  defigned  the  Offices  according  to  a  Pattern  which  he 
had  out  of  France ,  and  in  a  fhort  Time  finifhed  a  noble 
Monafiery  ;  into  which  he  brought  a  Congregation  of 
(new)  Monks ,  whom  he  (being  their  Abbot)  brought  to 
fuch  Perfection  of  Life,  that  from  among  them  were  af- 
fumed  Bifhops  and  Archbifhops,  and  Abbots,  to  many 
neighbouring  Monaftcries  :  And  to  free  the  Minds  of 
thefe  Religious  from  all  Diffractions  hindering  the  Service 
of  GOD,  and  likewife  to  add  to  their  State,  Splendor,  and 
Power  King  Edmund,  in  the  Year  944,  granted  St.  Dun - 
Jian  and  his  'Monks  a  Charter,  not  only  confirming  all  the 
Privileges  and  Donations  formerly  granted  to  their  Prede- 
ccffors  by  his  Anceffors  King  Edward ,  Alfred,  Kentwyn , 
Ina,  Cuthred,  and  others,  but  difcharged  them  from  feve- 
ral  Burthens,  Duties,  Contributions,  and  Subjections,  and 
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gave  them  a  Right  and  Power  to  receive  Fines,  puniHi 
Malefactors,  and  of  enjoying  their  Lands  as  free  from  all 
Claims  as  he  enjoyed  his  own,  efpecially  the  Town  of 
Glajionbury  itfelf.  Thefe  Privileges  in  the  Charter  are  thus 
call’d,  BURGHBRICE,  HUNDREDSOCNA,  ATH  AS, 
•OEDELAS,  INFANGENETHEOFAS,  HOMSOC- 
NA,  FRITHBRICE,  FQRESTEALLE,  TOLL,  and 
TEAME. 

This  is  the  firft  Time  that  the  Town  of  Glajionbury  is 
mentioned  in  Books,  though  it  is  probable  it  was  built 
fome  Ages  before,  or  elfe  how  could  the  Artificers,  who 
built  this  Abbey  four  Times  before,  have  met  with  Ac* 
commodations.— But  more  of  this,  when  we  come  to  treat 
of  the  Town  itfelf,  which  (hall  be  when  we  havefinifhed 
what  we  have  to  fay  further  of  the  Abbey. 

King  Edgar ,  in  the  Year  963,  bellowed  upon  the  Ab¬ 
bey  the  Manor  of  Stoure ,  alias  Stouremifler ,  and  granted 
feveral  Charters  to  it,  fome  conveying  to  the  Abbot  and 
his  Monks  more  Lands,  and  fome  enlarging  their  Privileges. 
That  dated  at  London  in  the  Year  971,  adds  to  the  Privi¬ 
leges  granted  by  his  Father,  King  Edmund ,  So  cam  and  Sa - 
cam,  on  Strond  and  on  Streams ,  on  JVode  and  on  Feld9 
that  is  to  fay.  Liberty  to  determine  Pleas,  and  correCt  De¬ 
linquents  on  Strand  and  on  Streame,  in  Wood  and  in 
Field,  above  Ground  and  under  Ground  :  HUNDRED- 
SITENA,  which  was  Privilege  of  SanCtuary  in  the  Li¬ 
mits  of  the  Hundred  *,  Caile  Hord ,  which  fignifies 
the  appropriating  to  their  own  Ufe  any  hidden  Treafure 
found  within  their  Territories  :  FORESTALL,  that  is  to 
fay,  intercepting  Provifions  coming  to  their  Market  ^  and 
befides,  any  Monk  of  that  Houfe,  who  met  with  a  Male- 
fadtor  going  to  the  Gallows  in  any  Part  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  could  take  him  out  of  the  Executioner’s  Hands,  and 
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give  him  his  Pardon.  Moreover,  King  Edward,  by  this 
Charter,  exempts  this  Monaftery,  and  the  Parifhes  of  Street , 
Mire  ling  i  Budicle ,  Shapewick ,  Sowy,  and  the  feveral  Cha¬ 
pels  within  the  faid  Parifhes,  to  wit .  thofe  of  Beckery , 
called  hit  tie  Ireland ,  Go  deny  ^  Mor  tine  fey ,  Ferramere ,  Pa- 
donberge ,  and  Adredery ,  from  the  ordinary  Jurifdiflion  of 
the  Bifhop,  except  fome  Things,  with  a  Salvo  to  the 
Church  of  Rome ,  and  that  of  Canterbury . 

Mr.  Creffy ,  in  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  mentions  ano¬ 
ther  Charter  of  King  Edgar’s  to  the  Abbey  of  Glafton - 
wherein,  amongft  other  Things,  he  granted,  66  That 
c‘  the  Monks  fhould  always  be  Eledtors  of  their  own  Ab- 
“  bot,  who  was  to  be  chofen  out  of  their  own  Body  ; 
infomuch,  that  if  the  youngeft  and  lowed  of  all  their 
Congregations  were  capable,  they  fhould  not  have  Re- 
4C  courfe  for  any  Abbot  Abroad  ;  nor  then  alfo  fhould  any 
cc  be  impofed  on  them,  without  their  Suffrage  Only  he 
referued  to  himfelf  the  Power  of  conferring  the  Crofier  or 
Paftoral  Staff  on  the  Perfon  defied.  Again,  t£  That  ail 
cc  Controverfies,  as  well  in  Secular  as  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs, 
cc  fhould  be  determined  in  the  Abbot’s  Court  :  Like  wife* 
£C  That  the  Bifhop  of  Wells  (the  Ordinary  of  Somerfet- 
cc  fhire )  fhould  exercife  no  Jurifdidtion  over  them,  to  call 
££  their  Priefts  to  his  Synods,  to  fufpend  any  of  them 
from  the  Divine  Office,  &C.”  Thefe  Charters  of  Pri¬ 
vileges,  with  many  other  Secular  Immunities,  he  caufed 
firff  to  be  confirmed  in  a  Synod  of  Bifhops  and  Nobles  af- 
fembled  at  London ,  and  afterwards  fent  them  to  Rome  ; 
where  they  were  alfo  confirmed  by  a  Bull  of  Pope  John 
the  thirteenth.  One,  if  not  both  thefe  Charters,  King 
Edgar  carried  himfelf  to  Glaftonbury  ;  and  that  it  might 
be  perpetually  valid,  he  (at  the  Delivery  of  it)  laid  his 
Scepter  upon  the  Altar  of  our  Bleffed  Lady,  together  with 
the  Charter  j  which  Scepter  was  curioufly  made  of  Ivory. 

After 
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After  which  he  made  the  fame  Scepter  to  be  cut  into  two 
Pieces,  one  half  whereof  he  left  with  the  Abbot,  and 
kept  the  other  half  himfelf.  This  he  did  in  the  Time  or 
sElfhard ,  or,  as  Mx. Willis  writes  Iff  anus  Abbot,  and 

in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  which  was  in  the  Year 
of  Christ,  974. 

King  Egelred ,  or,  as  others  write  him,  Ethelred ,  King 
Edgar's  fecond  Son,  bellowed  upon  Sigegar ,  then  Abbot, 
fix  Hides  of  Land  at  Anftancliff ,  one  Piide  at  Sitebeorge , 
a  Manor  at  Puckle  Church,  containing  thirty  Hides  ot 
Land,  and  a  Ploufe  he  bought  for  forty  Marks  of  Gold 
in  Wilton.  King  Edmund  the  Second,  Sirnamed  Ironfids , 
Son  to  King  Egelred ,  having  been  mortally  wounded  by 
the  treacherous  Duke  Edrick ,  A.  D.  1016,  bequeathed  fe- 
venteen  Plides  to  this  Abbey,  and  his  Body  to  be  buried 
there.  King  Canutus ,  the  Dane ,  about  tne  Year  1030, 
went  to  Glaflonburyy  to  fee  the  Tomb  of  King  Edmund 
Ironfide ,  and  there  gave  a  very  rich  Pall,  to  lay  on  King 
Edmund's,  Tomb,  embroidered  with  Apples  of  Gold  and 
Pearls,  and  at  the  fame  Time  confirmed  all  the  Privileges 
that  his  Predeceffors  had  granted  to  this  Monaflery. 

In  the  Year  1066,  William  the  Conqueror  maimed  the 
Monaflery  in  its  PoiTeffions  extreamly,  and  oppreiled  the 
poor  Monks  to  the  lafl  Degree  in  their  Liberties  and  Pro¬ 
perties  :  Pie  feized  on  many  of  their  Manors,  and  be¬ 
llowed  them  upon  his  Court  Favourites.  Amongfl  other 
Places  which  he  by  Force  took  from  them,  he  feized  upon 
fome  of  their  PofifefTions  at  Wilton ,  and  gave  them  to  Gef¬ 
frey  de  Magna  Villa  *,  and  upon  one  Harding ,  the  Son  of 
Aednoth ,  a  mighty  Man  and  great  Lawyer  in  thofe  Days, 
he  bellowed  the  Manors  of  Mollis  and  Lyme  ;  which,  with 
other  PofifefTions,  were  recovered  by  the  Care  and  Induftry 
of  the  venerable  lierlewiniis ,  who  became  Abbot  of  Glaf- 
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Glaftonbury  about  thirty-fix  Years  after.  William  likcwife 
took  from  them  feveral  other  Manors,  fuch  as  Tintanhull' 
and  Lodarejburgh  ;  upon  the  latter  whereof  was  afterwards 
built  the  Priory  of  Mcntacute.  He  likewife  quartered 
Soldiers  upon  them  ;  and  being  jealous  of  his  new  Sub¬ 
jects,  he,  between  Eafter  and  Whitfuntide  after  he  came  to 
the  Crown,  carried  over  into  Normandy  with  him  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Men  of  the  Nation,  amongft  which  was  E^elnoth^  at 
that  Time  Abbot  of  this  Monaftery,  whom  he  a  while  af¬ 
ter  depofed,  placing  one  F'urftine ,  a  Cluniac  Monk  of  Caen 
in  Normandy ,  in  his  Room. 

This  Fur  fine  being  a  weak,  but  withal  a  bufy  prodigal 
Perfon,  fhamefully  wafted  the  Revenues  of  the  Abbey,  and 
altered  feveral  of  the  antient  Statutes  and  Cuftoms  of  the 
Houfe.  Amongft  other  Things,  he  compelled  his  Monks 
to  lay  aftde  the  old  Gregorian  Song  ufed  in  that  Monaftery 
Time  out  of  Mind,  and  impofed  upon  them  a  new  Sort 
of  Church  Song  invented  by  one  William  Fife  amp ,  a,  Nor¬ 
man.  He  pinch’d  them  in  their  Dyet  ;  and,  in  a  Word, 
fo  tyrannized  over  the  poor  Monks ,  that  they  refufed  to 
fubmit  to  many  of  his  Innovations  :  Whereupon,  he 
brought  in  Soldiers  to  fubdue  them  ;  who,  on  a  fudden, 
and  in  a  Rage,  breaking  into  the  Charter-Houfe,  made  the 
poor  frightened  Religious  fty  into  the  Church,  even  to  the 
high  Altar  ;  where  they  fhot,  not  fparing  to  hit  the  Crof- 
fes,  Images  and  Shrines,  and  ran  one  of  the  Monks  thro’ 
the  Body  with  a  Spear,  as  he  embraced  the  Altar,  and  flew 
him.  Another  was  flain  with  an  Arrow,  lying  as  it  were 
hidden  under  the  Altar.  The  others,  conftrained  of  Ne- 
ceflity,  defended  themfelves  with  Forms  and  Candlefticks 
of  the  Church  •,  fo  that,  although  they  were  fore  wounded, 
they  drove  the  Soldiers  behind  the  Quire,  and  fo  it  fell  out, 
that  befides  the  two  that  were  flain,  there  were  fourteen 
more  of  the  Monks  wounded,  and  fome  of  the  Soldiers 
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alfo.  This  Matter  being  examined  into,  it  was  found  the 
Abbot  was  only  to  blame  :  Whereupon  the  Conqueror  re¬ 
moved  him,  and  fent  him  back  to  Caen ,  into  Banifhment  ; 
and  to  make  the  Abbey  of  Glaftonbury  fome  Amends,  he 
confirmed  to  them  fome  Lands  they  held  at  Middleton , 
Fulbroc ,  Brewes ,  Burnington ,  Lyme ,  Blake  ford,  and  Win- 
ton ,  which  the  Monks  complained  to  have  been  unjuilly 
taken  from  them  :  However,  this  unworthy  Abbot  got 
his  Abbey  again,  after  the  Conqueror’s  Death,  of  his  Son 
William  Rufus ,  buying  it  of  him  for  500  Pound  of  Silver. 


Upon  the  Fray  above  related,  feveral  of  the  Monks 
withdrew  from  their  Monaftery,  and  were  charitably  re¬ 
ceived  by  fome  Bifnops  into  their  Palaces,  where  they 
continued  till  Turftine’s  Death  w  after  which  they  returned 
thither,  and  then  the  Abbey  began  again  to  pick  up,  by 
the  prudent  Management  of  his  Succeffor,  Herlewinus , 
who  was  made  Abbot  in  the  Year  1102.  This  good  Pre¬ 
late  not  only  purchafed  feveral  of  the  Fofleflions  that  had 
been  alienated  in  the  Conqueror’s  Time  from  his  Abbey, 
but  likewife  began  to  build  the  Church  a  new  ;  which  at 
that  Time,  through  near  400  Years  {landing,  was  again  run 
to  Decay.  This  good  Precedent  given  by  Herlewinus 
was  exefnplarily  followed  by  the  next  Succeffor  but  one, 
Henry  de  Blois ,  who  being  Nephew  to  King  Henry  the  Firft, 
and  Brother  to  King  Stephen ,  had  great  Interefl  at  Court, 
which  he  employed  in  benefitting  his  Abbey  ;  for  under- 
ftanding  the  Manors  of  Me  lies,  Uffaculum ,  Cam  dart  on, 
Domerham ,  and  fome  other  Tenements  in  the  Parifhes  of 
Sift  on,  Aflocoie ,  and  Be  dew  ell,  had  been'  formerly  belonging 
to  his  Monaftery,  he  recovered  them  of  his  Uncle,  King 
Henry,  in  the  Year  of  Christ  i  126,  and  got  a  Con-fir ma- 
tion  of  the  Manor  of  Gffcohnc  from  his  Brother,  King  Ste¬ 
phen,  in  the  Year  1136,  which  had  been  violently  n.  [led 
from  his  Monks  in  the  Time  of  the  Conqueror. 

*  *  -  D  In 
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In  the  Year  1184,  according  to  Mr.  Willis ,  a  nice  En¬ 
quirer  into  Antiquity,  the  whole  Monaftery  (except  Fart 
of  the  Abbot’s  Lodgings,  and  the  Steeple)  were  con- 
fumed  :  Upon  which  Difafter,  King  Henry  the  Second 
fent  one  of  his  Chamberlains  viz.  Ralph  Fitx  Stephen  ^  thi¬ 
ther,  to  take  Care  of  the  Revenues  ;  who  began,  and  in  a 
great  Manner  finifhed  a  new  Church,  and  the  Offices  of 
the  Houfe  :  And  whilft  Ralph  Fitx  Stephen  was  employ’d 
there  in  building,  King  Henry  (by  the  Perfuafion  of  Hera - 
dins.  Patriarch  of  Jerufalem ,  Baldwin ,  Archbiffiop  of  Can¬ 
terbury^  Richard ,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter ,  Bartholomew ,  Bi- 
fhop  of  Exeter ,  and  many  others  of  the  Nobility)  carefully 
examined  and  fearched  into  the  Truth  and  Authority  of 
the  antient  Charters,  and  Privileges  granted  to  the  Abbey 
of  Glaftcnbury  ;  and  finding  them  to  be  authentick,  he  by 
a  new  Charter  confirmed  to  this  Monaftery  whatever  had 
been  granted  to  it  by  any  of  his  Anceftors  or  Predecellors. 

But  King  Henry  the  Second  lived  not  to  fee  the  Build¬ 
ings  of  Glaftonbury  Abbey  finifhed  ;  for  they  were  not 
perfebled  till  near  five  Years  after  his  Death,  that  is  to  fay, 
till  in  or  near  the  Year  1193,  in  the  Reign  of  his  Son, 
King  Richard  the  Firft,  and  whilft  Henry  de  Saliaco  was 
Abbot  there  :  In  whofe  Time  alfo  was  found  the  Tombs 
of  the  famous  King  Arthur ,  and  his  Wife,  Queen  Guine - 
ver  ;  of  whom,  and  the  finding  of  which,  we  will  give 
fome  further  Account  by  and  by. 

King  Richard  the  Firft  having  been  taken  Prifoner  in 
Germany ,  at  his  Return  from  the  Holy  Land^  Henry  the 
Sixth,  the  then  Weftern  Emperor,  injoined  Leopold ,  Duke 
of  Auftria ,  who  had  taken  the  King  Prifoner,  That  one 
of  the  Conditions  for  his  Releafement  fhould  be,  to  make 
Sax  "tats  (who  was  Kin  to  the  Emperor,  and  at  that  Time 
here  1  England  Archdeacon  of  Northampton)  Bifhop  of 
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Bath  and  Wells ,  and  to  annex  the  Abbatfhip  of  Glafton- 
hu  y  to  that  Bifhoprick.  To  effedt  this,  Henry  de  Saliaco , 
at  that  Time  Abbot  of  Glaftonbury ,  was  promoted  to  the 
See  of  Worcefter ,  then  vacant  by  the  Death  of  Robert  Fitz 
Ralph ,  Bifhop  of  that  Place,  and  Savaricus  was  preferred 
to  the  Bifhoprick  of  /FbA  *,  and  to  make  the  Matter  the 
more  eafy  to  the  King,  Savaricus  was  content  to  reftore  to 
the  Crown  the  City  of  Bath ,  which  John  de  V Hilda,  once 
Bifhop  of  this  Diocefe,  had  forty-five  Years  before 
bought  of  William  Rufus ,  and  to  which  Place  he  had  re¬ 
moved  his  See  from  Wells.  Matters  being  thus  brought 
about,  Savaricus  fucceeded  Henry  de  Saliaco  in  the  Abbey 
of  Glaftonbury ,  and  annexed  it  to  the  See  of  Wells ,  (filing 
himfelf  Bifhop  of  Glaftonbury.  *  Upon  which  a  great 
Controverfy  enfued,  and  the  Monks  eledted  in  the  Year 
1199,  William  Pica  for  their  Abbot ;  but  this  Eledtion  v/as 
very  highly  contefted,  even  to  Excommunication  :  Where¬ 
upon  William  Pica  repaired  to  Rome ,  to  the  Pope,  and 
died  there.  But  Savaricus  did  not  furvive  long,  nor  did 
this  Controverfy  end  with  his  Death,  which  happened  in 
the  Year  1205  for  Joceline ,  his  SucceiTor  in  the  See  of 
Wells ,  continued  his  Claim  to  the  Abbey,  which  he  kept 
on  Foot  for  above  twelve  Years,  and  then  the  Contention 
was  ended,  by  the  Monks  parting  with  the  Bifhoprick  of 
Wells,  the  Manors  of  Winch  comb,  Pucklechurch ,  Blackford 
and  Cranmer ,  and  the  Patronage  of  the  Benefices  of  Winft 
comb ,  Pucklechurch ,  Aftobury,  Chrift  Malford ,  Buckland  and 
Blackford.  This  Agreement  was  made  at  Sh aft ef bury,  the 
eighth  Day  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  John  the  Evangeliii:,  in 
the  Year  1218. 

Fifty-eight  Years  after  this  Agreement,  viz.  on  the  1  ith 
Day  of  September ,  1276,  there  happened  a  dreadful  Earth¬ 
quake  that  threw  down  St.  Michael's  Church  upon  the 
T'crr.  This'  Church,  beyond  all  Difpute,  was  afterwards 
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built  up  again,  fmce  the  Editors  of  the  Mon  aft  icon  lay 
that  the  Church  upon  the  Forr  fell  in  King  Henry  the 
Eighth's  Days  with  the  Abbey  :  Befides,  it  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  an  Injury  to  the  Zeal  and  Piety  of  our  devout 
Anceftors,  to  imagine  they  would  not  rebuild  a  Church 
held  by  their  Predeceffors  in  fo  great  Veneration  ;  but  it 
does  not  appear  by  whom  or  when  it  was  rebuilt.  It  is 
probable  the  Abbey  itfelf  was  confiderably  damaged  by 
that  Earthquake,  fince  Geoffry  Fromont ,  who  became  Ab¬ 
bot  here  in  the  Year  1303,  began  in  his  Time  the  Great 
Hall,  and  made  the  Chapter  Houfe  in  the  Middle.  IV al¬ 
ter  de  F an  ton ,  his  Succeffor,  made  the  Front  of  the  Choir, 
Waiter  Monningt on ,  the  Prefbitery,  which  he  alfo  enlarged. 
John  Chinnock ,  Abbot,  MoningtorC s  Succeffor,  perfected  the 
Great  Flail  and  Chapter  Houfe,  which  had  been  begun  by  Fro- 
rnont ,  and  built  a  new  the  Cloifter,  Dormitory,  and  Fratery. 
All  which  Buildings  one  would  think  could  lcarce  have 
run  fo  to  Decay  in  lefsthan  190  Years,  had  they  not  been 
fhattered  by  the  faid  Earthquake. 

‘Proofs  that  St.  Jofeph  of  Arimathea 

came  to  Glaftonburv. 

IN  regard  that  fome  Modern  Authors  have  taken 
Pains  to  diferedit  the  receiv'd  Tradition  of  Jofeph  of 
Arimathea'3 s  coming  into  Britain ,  it  may  not  be  unfit  to 
add  a  few  lines  in  Vindication  of  what  has  been  here  de¬ 
liver’d  from  Sir  William  Dugdale .  Firft  by  a  Writing  *  left 

by 

*Sir  "William  Dugdale,  Mr.  DodfworthTvi  Camden  all 
Froteftants,  have  look'd  upon  this  Writing  of  St.  Patrick 
Jo  worthy  of  Credit ,  and  of  fo  great  Authority  as  to  fet  it 
down  at  large  in  their  Works  ;  from  whence  we  Jhall  Iran- 
ftcrihe  the  Whole ,  and  give  it  our  Readers  by  and  bye  for  their 
fu  riher  Satisfy  el  ion . 
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by  St.  Patrick ,  who  (as  has  been  faid)  was  born  in  the 
Year  361,  and  teftihes,  that  he  faw  a  Writing  of  St.  Pha- 
ganus  and  Diruvianus ,  wherein  they  attefi  the  Coming  to 
Glaftonbury  of  the  twelve  Difciples  of  the  Apoftles  Philip 
and  Jacob  *,  and  in  another  Writing  he  found,  that  the 
faid  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus  had  refided  there  nine  Years. 
This  Epiilieor  Writing  of  St.  Patrick ,  is  quoted  by  Cap- 
grave  above  300  Years  ago  ;  and  there  are  two  ancient 
Manufcri.pts  of  it  in  the  Cotton  Library. 

Another  Teflimony  we  have  from  St.  David  Bifhop  of 
Menevia  or  St.  David's  taken  by  William  of  Malmjburyi 
from  the  Antiquities  of  Glaftonbury  importing  that  the 
laid  St.  David  intending  to  confecrate  the  Church  was  for¬ 
bid  by  our  Saviour,  affirming  the  fame  to  have  been 
done  by  himfelf,  and  piercing  his  Hand  in  Token  of  the 
Truth  of  the  Vifion,  which  appear’d  fo  the  next  Day  to 
all  the  Monaftery,  till  his  Hand  was  at  the  Morning 
Service  refcor’d  whole,  as  had  been  promis’d  in  the 
Vifion. 

A  Third  Witnefs  is  St.  Augufiin  the  Monk,  and  A- 
poille  of  the  Englijh ,  who  in  an  Epiflle  to  Pope  Gregory 
the  Great  mentions,  what  has  been  faid  above  as  a  re¬ 
ceiv’d  Tradition  at  that  Time  ;  and  this  Letter  is  quoted 
by  Godwin  in  his  Catalogue  of  Bifhops,  and  by  Archbifhop 
UJher  ;  Capgrave  alfo  affirms  the  building  of  the  faid 
Church,  in  the  Life  of  St.  Jofeph  and  Dr.  Fuller  fpeaking 
of  it,  admires  the  Simplicity  of  the  then  Chriftians  Devo¬ 
tion,  becaufe  as  has  been  faid,  it  was  built  of  Hurdles, 
which  is  granting  the  Fad. 
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*  The  laft  Teftimonial  we  fhall  add  is  a  very  ancient 
Infcription  cut  in  Brafs,  and  formerly  affix’d  to  a  Pillar 
in  Glaftonbury  Church,  which  Biffiop  Godwin ,  in  his  Ca¬ 
talogue  of  Biffiops  brings  as  a  Proof  of  St.  Jofeph's  coming 
into  Britain  ;  and  Sir  Henry  Spelman  tranfcribes  it  into  his 
Collection  of  Councils,  being  as  follows  :  In  the  31 ft  Tear 
after  the  Pajfion  of  our  Lord,  twelve  Holy  Men  ( among 
whom  Jofephc/  Arimathea  was  Chief)  came  to  this  Place, 
and  here  built  the  fir  ft  Church  of  this  Kingdom  ;  which 
Christ,  in  Honour  of  his  Mother  himfelf  Dedicated ,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  Place  for  their  Burial ,  as  St.  David  Bijhop  of 
Menevia  teftify'd ,  who  having  an  Intention  to  confecrate  it , 
cur  Lord  appearing  in  a  Vifion  by  Night  to  him ,  forbid 
him ,  and  moreover,  for  a  Sign  that  our  Lord  had  formerly 
dedicated  the  Church ,  together  with  the  Church-yard,  he 
with  his  Finger  bored  thro 5  the  Bijhop' s  Handy  whichy  was 
next  Day  feenby  many  Perfons  fo  pierc'd. 

Afterwards  the  fame  Biffiop  by  divine  Revelation,  and 
upon  Occafion  of  the  encreafing  Number  of  Holy  Perfons 
there,  added  a  Chapel  to  the  Eaft  Side  of  this  Church,  and 
confecrated  it  to  the  Honour  of  the  bleffied  Virgin,  the  Al¬ 
tar  of  which  he  adorn’d  with  Saphire  of  ineftimable  Value 
for  a  perpetual  Memory  hereof :  And  left  the  Place,  or 
Quantity  of  the  former  Church,  by  fuch  Additions,  ffiould 
come  to  be  forgotton,  this  Pillar  was  erected  in  a  Line 
drawn  by  the  two  Eaftern  Angles  of  the  Church  South¬ 
ward  *,  which  Line  divides  the  aforefaid  Chapel  from  it. 
Nov/  the  Length  of  it,  from  the  faid  Line  towards  the 
Weft,  was  60  Eeet,  the  Breadth  26,  and  the  Diftance  of 

the 


*  Phis  Plate  of  Brafs  with  the  Infcription  was  fome  Tears 
a^o  in  the  Cuftody  of  Thomas  Hewes,  of  the  City  of  Wells, 
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the  faid  Centre  of  the  Pillar,  from  the  Middle  Point  be¬ 
tween  the  aforefaid  Angles,  contained  48  Feet. 

1 

Bifhop  UJher ,  in  his  Primord .  Ecclef.  Anglic,  brings  ano¬ 
ther  Testimony  ot  St.  JoJeph’s  being  buried  at  Glajvonbury , 
from  that  he  calls  the  Great  Table  ot  that  Place,  where 
are  thefe  Words  :  In  this  Church  do  repofe  the  Bodies  of 
twelve  Difciples  of  our  Lord  ;  of  whom  St.  Jofeph  of 
Arimathea,  who  buried  our  Lord,  was  the  Chief  and  Su¬ 
perior  :  Many  Pagans  aljo,  converted  to  the  Faith  of  Christ, 
and  baptized  by  them ,  do  reft  here  likewife  ;  the  Multitude 
of  whom  is  for  their  Number  fo  greats  that  they  cannot  be 
reckoned . 

1 

In  a  Cave  under  Ground,  over  which  a  Chapel  was  af¬ 
terwards  built  in  Honour  of  this  Saint,  was  alfo  found  the 
following  Epitaph  of  great  Antiquity  : 

Ad  Britones  Vend 
Poftquam  Chriftum  Sepelivi  ; 

Docui  Requievi. 

That  is.  After  I  had  buried  Christ,  I  came  to  the 
Britons  \  I  taught  them  and  reded . 

t 

Bifhop  Godwin  fays,  cc  For  Jofeph  of  Arimathea ,  the 
cc  Teftimonies  of  his  coming  hither,  and  his  A6Hons  here, 
“  they  are  fo  many,  fo  clear  and  pregnant,  as  an  indifferent 

Man  cannot  but  difeern  that  there  is  fo  me  what  in  it. 

Archbifhop  UJher  further  writes.  That  the  faid  St.  Jo¬ 
feph  and  his  Companions  brought  over  in  two  VeiTels  fome- 
of  the  Blood  and  Water  which  flowed  from  the  Side  of  our 
Saviour,  when  pierced  on  the  Crofs,  which  he  delivers  as 
he  found  it  in  antient  Manufcripts  :  Much  more  may  be 
faid  to  this  Furpofe,  but  the  Teftimonies  of  two  fuch  great 
Men  as  Archbifhop  UJher  and  Bifhop  Godwin  are  of 

Weight 
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Weight  enough  to  oppofe  againfl  fuch  as  have  endeavour’d 
to  difcredit  this  (till  of  late)  uncontroverted  Tradition. 

ui  Dc fcription  of  what .  this  renowned 
Abbey  once  was.,  and  of  its  Ruins 
Jince  its  DiJJolution. 

H  E  Inciofure  was  of  a  Quadrangular  Figure, 
and  ihut  up  with  flrong  High  Stone  Walls.  It 
JSL  contained  iixty  Acres  in  Circuit,  and  it  flood 
upon  a  litte  fort  of  a  Rife  at  the  Foot  of  the  Tfrr,  which 
bounded  it  on  the  Eaft.  The  South  Side  of  it  was  bounded  - 
by  a  Marfhy  Ground,  called  Allar-Mo  or ,  and  the  Weft 
and  the  North  Part  of  it  was  bounded  by  the  Town  of 
Glafionbury ,  the  W alls  of  the  Abbey  making  one  Side  of 
the  Streets  of  the  Town. 

The  Great  Entrance  into  the  Abbey  was  on  the  Weft 
Side,  which  led  you  unto  St.  JcfepFs  Chapel  and  the 
Great  Church.  On  the  North  inclining  to  the  Weft, 
flood  this  Church  and  Chapel.  South  of  the  Church  flood 
the  Cloyfler,  and  on  the  South-Side  of  the  Cloyfler  the 
Hall  or  great  Refedlory.  South  of  the  great  Refedlory 
flood  the  Abbot’s  Apartment,  and  Weft  of  the  Abbot’s 
Apartment  the  Kitchen.  Where  the  Sacrifty  and  Trea- 
fury,  the  Chapter  Houfe,  Fratery  and  Infirmary,  the 
Gueft  Houfe,  Library  and  Scriptorium,  the  Common 
Room,  Ele'emofynarium ,  and  Wardrobe,  the  Lavatory, 
the  King’s  Lodgings,  the  Apartment  for  Secular  Priefts 
and  Clerks  of  our  Lady,  the  Boys  Apartment  and  their 
School  flood,  I  cannot  find,  there  being  no  Sign  or  Mark 
of  thefe  Buildings  now  remaining,  the  Stones  and  Rub- 
bifh  of  thefe  Buildings  being  taken  away  for  the  Benefit  of 
a  Tenant  to  make  the  bell  of  his  Bargain. 


The 
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The  Figure  of  the  Church*  as  one  may  perceive  by  the 
Remains  (for  there  are  fome  of  the  Ruins  of  it  yet  flani- 
ing)  was  built  in  the  form  of  a  Crofs.  The  Length  of 
the  lower  Part  of  it  was  fix ty  two  Paces  to  the  Interfe:- 
tion.  The  Head  of  the  Crofs  was  fixteen  Paces  long,  an  i 
twenty-eight  Paces  broad.  The  Choir  was  fifty  Paces 
long,  and  the  Breadth  of  the  Church  thirty  Paces.  To 
he  fhort,  the  Length  of  the  Church  with  St.  Jofepb9 s 
Chapel  extended  itfelf  200  Paces  or  580  Feet,  lb  that 
Gl&ftonbury  Church  appears  to  have  been  confiderably 
larger  than  St.  Paul's  in  London  now  is,  And  doubt- 
ids  it  was  as  well  ftored  with  Chappels  and  Altars, 
tho5  I  can  recover  the  Names  but  of  five*  befides  the  High 
Altar,  St.  Jofepb9 s  Chappel,  and  the  Chapel  in  the  Holy 
Church-yard,  built  in  the  Honour  of  St.  Mi-.  hael , 
St.  Jofepb  of  Arimatbaa^  and  the  Saints  in  general  that 
relied  there. 

The  five  Chappels  I  have  recovered  were  firft  that  of  St. 
Edgar ,  which  flood  (as  I  conceive,)  juft  behind  the  Choir. 
It  was  built  but  little  before  the  DifFolution  of  the  Abbey, 
being  begun  by  Abbot  Beere,  and  finifned  by  Abbot  Whi¬ 
ting.  In  the  North  Aliy  of  the  Choir  flood  St.  Marfs 
Chapel.  In  the  South  Ifle  St.  Andrew's .  In  the  North 
Side  of  the  Nave  of  the  Church  flood  the  Chapel  of  our 
Lady  of  Loretto ,  and  on  the  South  End  of  the  Nave  flood 
the  Chapel  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher, 

* 

It  was  as  well  furnifhed  with  ancient  curious  Monu¬ 
ments,  as  any  Church  of  the  Kingdom.  I  have  recovered 
the  Names  of  fix  Kings  and  a  Queen,  of  five  Dukes,  four 
Bifhops,  fixteen  Abbots,  with  the  three  following  who 
were  buried  in  the  Chapter  Houfe  ,  viz-  Robert  firft 
Prior  of  JVincbefter  and  then  Abbot  here*  William  Vi¬ 
gor  and  John  Chinnock.r  and  fix  other  Perfons  of  Note  who 

E  lay 

>9 


(  34  ) 

lay  here  mterPd,  For,  befides  King  Arthur  and  his 
Queen  Guinever ,  of  whofe  Tombs  we  are  to  give  a  fur¬ 
ther  Account  hereafter)  there  were  here  buried  Coel  the  fe- 
cond,  Father  to  St.  Hellene  and  Grandfather  to  Confian - 
tine  the  Great ;  Kentwyn  King  of  the  Weft  Saxons  ,  King 
Edmund  the  frit ;  St.  Edgar ,  and  King  Edmund  Ironftde. 
The  Dukes  which  lay  here  intombed,  were,  Alpher ,  A~ 
thelfian ,  Elwyn ,  and  Humphry  Stafford,  Duke  of  Devon - 
(hire.  The  four  Bifhops,  whofe  Bones  refted  here,  were 
Hedda ,  who  was  the  third  Biftiop  of  the  Seeo { Winch  eft  er  \ 
Brithwoid ,  who  was  the  eighth  Bifhop  of  Wilton  ;  Brith- 
*uoyne ,  who  was  the  twelfth  Bifhop  of  Welts  \  and  Sejfride , 
who,  from  being  the  g6th  Abbot  of  Glaftonhury ,  was 
made  the  29th  Bifhop  of  Chichefter.  The  other  thirteen 
Abbots,  which  laid  here  interr’d  in  the  Chuch,  were 
Michael  de  Ambteslury ,  Robert  Pederton ,  yeM  Dan  ton, 
John  de  Kantia,  Geffrey  Fromont ,  Walter  Taunton  alias 
Hec,  Adam  Sadbury,  John  Bray'nton ,  Walter  Monington , 

: Nicolas  Frome,  Walter  More,  John  Selwcod  and  Richard 
Bere.  The  fix  Perfons  of  Note,  who  lay  here  buried, 
wer t  Hugh  Monnington,  S.  T.  D.  Brother  to  Abbot  Mo¬ 
nington,  Abbot  Sedbury9 s  Father  and  Mother,  ye/),v  Ricko- 
Hell,  William  Semar  and  Thomas  Stow  ell .  Knights.  Ail 
that  I  have  been  able  to  learn  more  of  this  Church  is,  That 
it  had  a  curious  Clock  in  it,- which  flood  on  the  South 
Side  of  it,  made  by  Peter  Light  foot  a  Monk  of  this 
Pioufe.  That  there  were  fix  goodly  Windows  on  the 
Top  of  the  Eaft  Side  of  it  ;  and  that  there  were  feven 
Great  Bells  in  the  Tower,  which  were  the  Benefaction  of 
Adam  Sadbury ,  whilft  he  was  Abbot. 

Joyning  to  the  Church  was  the  Sacrifty  or  Veftry.  On 
which  Side  of  the  Church  it  flood,  I  cannot  tell  ;  but 
know  it  was  a  large  Room,  wherein  were  kept  the  Chalices, 
which  were  in  daily  ufe,  and  all  the  facred  Veftments.  It 
was  there  the  Friefts  and  their  Aftiftants  veiled,  arid  for 
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that  reafon  it  was  called  theSacrifty,  from  the  keeping  there 
the  Sacraria.  It  was  full  of  Cupboards,  and  Drawers, 
and  fuch  like  Conveniences  for  keeping  and  locking  up  the 
Holy  Utenfils  and  Church  Stuff.  There  were  in  it  like- 
wife  Conveniences  for  keeping  Wine,  Bread,  Candles,  la¬ 
ce  n  I  e,  etc .  and  a  Cittern,  and  Towels  for  the  Priefts  to  wafh 
their  Hands  before  they  went  to  the  Altar. 

And  within  the  Sacrifty  or  near  it  flood  the  Church 
Tfeafury  ;  wherein  were  kept  all  the  facred  Relicks,  which, 
were  not  daily  expofed,  or  placed  in  or  on  the  feveral  Al¬ 
tars  ;  all  the  jewels  and  Church  Plate  which  was  not  daily 
in  ufe  ;  the  Miters,  Crofters,  Cruces  Pe£Ioralesy  and,  in  a 
Word,  all  the  Pontificalia ,  and  richeft  Ornaments  that 
belong'd  to  the  Church.  The  Relicks,  for  the  moft  part, 
were  fet  in  Silver  or  in  Chriftall,  and  decently  placed  on 
Shelves,  as  were  likewife  the  Plate  Candlefticks,  and  the 
moft  valuable  Church  Stuff  was  kept  in  Preffes  and  Ward¬ 
robes,  which  were  made  either  of  Iron  or  very  ftrong 
Wainfcot.  Before  the  Relicks  there  was  either  a  Rail  or 
Bench,  for  People  to  kneel  againfl  and  fay  their  Prayers. 
And  here  generally  the  Priefts  faid  their  Preparations,  be¬ 
fore  they  went  to  Mafs,  and  their  Prayers  of  Thankfgiving, 
after  they  had  done.  In  this  Room  or  the  Sacrifty,  or 
perhaps  in  both,  flood  a  Confeffional  for  the  Benefit  of 
thofe,  who  defired  to  go  to  Confeftion  before  they  went  to 
the  Altar.  The  Care  of  the  Church,  and  the  Cuftody  of 
the  Sacrifty  and  the  Church  Treafury,  were  committed  to 
the  Sacrifta  or  Sacriftany  who  was  one  of  the  Obedien - 
tiarii . 

The  Cloyfter  was  a  fquare  Place  with  Walks  or  Alleys 
round  it,  lupported  with  Peers  or  Pillars,  between  which 
were  Windows,  and  within  the  Square  there  was  a  Flower 
Garden.  The  chief  Ufe  of  it  was  for  the  Monks  to  make 
theft  Procefllons,  and  to  bury  fuch  of  the  Religious  as 

li  z  were 
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were  not  the  chief  Superiors.  For  they,  if  I  miftake  not, 
were  buried  in  the  Church  or  elfe  the  Chapter-Houfe.  In 
the  Clo.yfter  there  were  Doors  to  the  Chapter-Houfe,  Re- 
fedlory,  Fratery,  etc.  and  to  the  feveral  Stair  Cafes.  I 
cannot  give  the  Dimenfions  of  the  Cloyfter,  their  being 
no  Marks  of  it  remaining,  nor  any  Scale,  to  meafure  the 
Buildings  by,  fet  down  in  the  Monafiicon. 

In  one  of  the  Alleys  of  the  Cloyfter  flood  the  Chap¬ 
ter-Houfe,  which  was  a  large  Place,  where  the  Monks  met 
forthe  Acknowledgement  and  Correction  of  their  Faults, 
Spiritual  Conferences,  and  the  Determination  of  thole  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Temporal  Concerns,  which  required  the  Affent 
ol  the  whole  Houfe.  At  the  upper  End  of  it  there  was  an 
Elbow  Chair  for  the  Abbot  to  fit  in,  and  about  it  joining 
to  the  Wall  there  were  Benches  forthe  Religious  to  fit  on. 
In  the  Chapter-Houfe  laid  buried,  Abbot  Chinnock ,  who 
finiftftd  it,  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  feveral  of  the  Priors,  and 
fome  of  the  Obedieniiarii. 

The  Great  Hail  or  Refedlory  was  a  Room,  wherein  all 
the  profeft  Monks  eat  daily  together.  There  were  in  it 
feven  long  Tables,  about  which  joining  to  the  Wall,  there 
a  ere  Benches  for  the  Monks  to  fit  on.  The  Table  at  the 
upper  End  was  for  the  Abbat,  (when  he  dined  with  his 
Community)  the  Priors,  and  the  other  Pleads  of  the  Houfe. 
The  two  next  Tables  were  for  thofe  Religious  which  were 
Priefts.  The  two  next  were  for  fuc-h  as  were  in  Orders, 
but  were  not  Priefts  •,  and  fuen  as  defigned  to  enter  into 
holy  Orders.  One  of  the  two  lower  Tables,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  lower  Table  on  the  Right-Hand  of  the  Abbot,  was 
likewife  for  fuch  as  were  to  take  Orders,  that  the  other 
t«  o  middle  Tables  could  not  hold  ;  and  the  lower  Table 
on  the  Left-Hand  of  the  Abbot  was  for  the  Lay  Brothers. 
In  fome  convenient  Place  of  the  Refedlory-  there  was  a  Pul¬ 
pit  with  a  Defk,  wherein  one  of  the  Religious,  at  the 
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Election  and  Appointment  of  the  Abbot,  ^  or  other 'Pre- 
fiding  Superior,  daily  read  feme  Part  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teilarnent  at  Dinner  and  Supper  time.  The  Editors  of 
the  Monafticon  in  one  of  their  Cutts  give  us  the  Situation 
and  the  imperfect  Dimenfions  of  it,  and  fhew,  that  it  flood 
on  the  South  Side  of  the  Cloyfter,  and  tell  us,  that  it  was 
22  Paces  broad  and  80  Feet  high.  Some  part  of  the 
Weftern  Wall  was  {landing  in  September  1712. 

There  belonged  three  Offices  to  the  Refeclory,  a  little 
Lavatory,  a  Buttery  and  the  Cellar.  The  little  Lava¬ 
tory  was  the  Place  where  the  Monks  w allied  their  Hands 
before  Meals.  This  Room  had  a  Ciflern  in  it  with  Water, 
Ambrys,  and  PrefTes  of  thorough  carved  Work,  to  give 
Air  to  the  Towels  which  were  there  kept.  The  Buttery, 
or,  as  others  call  it,  the  Pantry,  was  a  Place,  wherein  was 
kept  the  Table  Linen,  Salt  Sellers,  and  Mazers,  that  is 
to  fay,  Drinking  Cups,  which  were,  I  prefume,  of  Silver,* 
becaufe  in  fome  Benedictine  Abbeys  beyond  Seas  the 
Monks  Drinking  Cups  are  of  Silver.  They  held  about  a 
Pint,  and  each  Monk  had  his  Mazer  placed  before  him  in 
the  Refedlory  clean  waffied  and  filled.  Thefe  and  the  like 
Neceffaries  were  kept  in  Cupboards,  called  in  thofe  Days 
Ambrys,  which  were  made  of  thorough  carved  Work  to 
let  in  the  Air,  to  the  end  that  ail  Things,  therein  locked 

*  Here  the  Author  'prefumes  the  Monks  of  Glaflonbury’s 
Drinking  Cups  were  of  Silver ,  becaufe  the  Monks  Drinking 
Cups  in  fome  BenediAine  Abbeys  are  fo  now.  But  we  mujl 
not  argue  from  the  prefent  Cuftoms  to  thofe  of  Antiquity.  / 
Jhould  rather  think  they  were  ( at  leaf  very  often )  JVooden 
Cans,  fuch  as  I  find  in  an  old  Inventory ,  taken  in  Edward 
the  third! s  Dime,  of  the  Priory  of  Poghley  in  Berks,  which 
Priory  conjified  of  Canons  Regular  of  the  Order  of  St.  Au- 
guftine , 

\  *  -  . 
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up,  might  be  kept  fweet.  The  Cellar  was  the  Place 
where  the  Wine,  Beer  and  Ale  that  wasfpent  in  the  Com¬ 
munity,  was  conflantly  kept.  The  Charge  of  the  Great 
Hall,  and  thefe  three  Offices  belonging  to  it,  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  CcllariuSy  who  was  another  of  the  Obedien- 
tiarii . 

i 

In  which  of  the  Alleys  of  the  Cloyfler  flood  the  Fratery, 
I  cannot  tell,  but  am  fure  it  flood  in  one  of  them,  and  that 
it  was  an  Apartment  for  the  Novices*  In  if  were  feveral 
Offices,  feparate  and  diftindt  from  the  Main  and  Principal 
Offices  of  the  Abbey :  Amongft  others  a  Reredtory,  Com¬ 
mon  Room,  Lavatory  and  Dormitory.  It  was  built  by 
Abbot  Chinnocky  about  fix  or  feven  fcore  Years  before  the 
Diffolution  of  Monafleries,  and  was  govern’d  by  one  of  the 
Priors,  who  was  alfo  Mailer  of  the  Novices.  Thefe  were 
the  Principal  Offices  and  Apartments  in  the  Cloyfler ;  but, 
perhaps,  there  were  more.  Yet  not  being  certain,  whether 
there  were  or  were  not,  I  fhall  go  up  Stairs,  and  ffirvey  the 
Gallery,  which  (if  this  Abbey  was  built  as  fome  other 
topping  Abbeys  abroad  of  tne  Benedidline  Order  are,  as  I 
prefume  it  was)  flood  one  Pair  of  Stairs  high,  and  was 
diredtly  over  the  Cloyfler,  and  in  it  was  the  Library,  the 
Lavatory,  the  Wardrobe,  the  Common  Ploufe  and  the 
Common  Treafury, 

The  Library  was  the  Place,  where  the  Books  of  the 
Abbey  were  kept,  How  very  numerous  and  full  it  was  of 
choice  and  valuable  Books,  may  be  guefl  at  by  what  the 
learned  Leland  reports  of  it,  who  law  it  in  Abbot  Whi- 
ting's  Time,  which  could  not  be  above  fxteen  Years  be¬ 
fore  the  Abbey  was  diffolv’d.  Pie  fays,  cc  That  he  was 
<c  no  fooner  got  over  the  Threffiold  of  the  Library,  vix 
■cc  eerie  limen intraveramy  cum  antiquiffimorum  hbrorum  vcl 
64  folus  confpeffius.  religionem9  nefcio  an  jluporetriy  ammo  in 
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tc  cvteret  meo ,  eame  de  cauffa  pedem  pauhilum  JijlcMm. 
“  Deindz ,  falutato  loci  Numine,  per  dies  aliquot  omnes  fo- 
4C  rulos  curioftjfime  excuff.  Inter  vero  ex  cut  ten  dam  ^  prater 
tc  ^/z<2  midi  a  admiranda  vet  aft  at  is  exempt  aria ,  reperi  frag- 
ec  mentum  hiftoria  a  Melchino  fcripta ,  but  that  he  was 
cc  ftruck  with  Devotion  and  Aftohifliment  at  the  very  fight 
cc  of  fo  many  Sacred  Remains  of  Antiquity  :  That  he  be- 
cc  lieved  this  Library  had  fcarce  it’s  equal  in  all  Britan y  : 
cc  That  he  fpent  forne  Days  in  moil:  nicely  examining  the 
“  Shelves,  and  in  turning  over  the  wonderful  Pieces  he 
cc  there  met  with,  and  that,  in  rumaging  he  had  found,  a- 
<c  mong  other  Books,  a  broken  Piece  of  Hiftory,  written 
by  Melchinus  an  Avalonian ,  who  wrote  about  the  Year 
cc  of  our  Redemption  560.  And  no  wonder  it  was  fo 
well  furni died  with  Books,  fince  there  belonged  to  it  a 
46  Scriptorium . 

/  r  ~  *  '  f  ■  ■■ 

The  Scriptorium  was  a  Place  adjoining  to  the  Library, 
where  there  were  feveral  Monks  conftantly  employ’d  in 
compofing  and  tranfcribing  good  Books  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Library.  Though  they  wrote  MifTals,  Breviaries,  Anti- 
phonalia ,  and  other  Books  ufed  in  Divine  Service,  and  the 
Leiger  Books  •,  yet  generally,  they  were  upon  other 
Works,  (viz.)  Fathers,  Claffic.ks,  ITiftories,  etc.  Doblor 
banner  brings  this  Abbey  of  Glaft anbury  for  an  Infcance  of 
the  Care  the  Monks  in  general  took,  to  encreafe  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  good  Books.  Fie  gives  us  a  Catalogue  of  upwards 
of  fifty  Volumes,  which  were  tranfcribed  in  one 
fingle  Abbot’s  Time.  And  it  is  highly  probable,  there 
belonged  to  the  Library  a  Cabinet  of  Coins,  Medals, 
Pretious  Stones,  and  the  like  Curiofities,  fuch  fort  of  Ca¬ 
binets  being  frequently  found  in  Libraries  belonging  to 
Abbeys  beyond  Seas.  If  there  was  one,  it  was  committed 
to  the  care  of  the  Librarian,  as  were  alfo  the  Library  and 
Scriptorium . 
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The  Lavatory  was  a  Place,  where  the  Monks  walked 
their  Plands  and  Faces,  and  therefore  in  this  Room  there 
was  a  great  Cittern  or  Conduit  with  feveral  Cocks,  which 
was  always  fupplied  with  Water  by  the  CamerariuSj  as  he 
faw  occafion,  who  did  alfo  provide  them  with  Towels, 
which  were  fhut  up  inAmbrys  or  P  relies  of  thorough  carved 
Work,  to  let  in  the  Air.  Joining  to  the  Lavatory  was 
the  Shaving  Room. 

The  Wardrobe  was  the  Place,  where  all  the  Monks 
Cloathing  and  Bedding  were  kept,  and  in  this  (Mice  were 
the  Taylery,  where  there  were  Taylors  conftantly  em¬ 
ploy’d  in  making  and  mending  of  Habits.  This  Apart¬ 
ment  and  the  Lavatory  were  under  the  Care  of  the  Camera - 
rius . 

The  Common  Houle,  or  rather  Common  Room,  was  a 
Place  where  a  Fire  was  kept  all  the  Winter,  for  the  Monks 
to  come  and  warm  themielves  at,  being  allowed  no  Fire 
but  that  only*,  except  the  Matters  and  Officers  of  the  Houfe,' 
who  had  their  feveral  Fires. 

The  Common  Treafury  was  the  Place,  where  the  ready 
Money,  the  Charters,  Regitters,  Leiger  Books,  Eviden¬ 
ces,  and  Accounts  of  the  Abbey  were  kept  in  ftrong 
Chefts  and  Preffes  of  Iron,  and  where  Neighbouring  Gen¬ 
tlemen  (it  they  pleafed)  placed  by  the  Akbot’s  Favour  their 
Deeds  or  Writings,  for  better  Security.  This  Place,  I 
prefume,  had  not  io  much  as  a  Peg  of  Wood  in  it,  but 
was  ail  built  of  Stone  to  prevent  Fire  ;  and  was  carefully 
plaifter  d  up,  in  every  Chink  and  Comer,  to  prevent  Rats 
and  Mice  getting  in.  I  fay  I  prefume  it  was  fo  built,  be- 
caufe  the  Treafury  of  the  Abbey  of  Laycock ,  which  is  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  Glaftonbury,  and  which  is  yet  Hand¬ 
ing,  is  thus  carefully  built.  The  Care  of  theTreaiury 
was  committed  to  the  Tree  Hirer,  who  had  for  his  A  ins¬ 
tance. 
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tance,  another  Monk  under  him,  called  the  Under- Trea- 
Purer.  The  lad  who  bore  thefe  Offices  were  John  Thorne, 
and  Roger  James,  the  two  Monks  which  were  executed 
with  Abbot  Whiting  on  the  A?rr,  for  denying  K.  Hern  y 
the  Eighth’s  Supremacy. 

And  now  I  fhall  lead  my  Reader  up  another  Pair  of 
Stairs,  and  furvey  the  Dorter  or  Dormitory,  which  was 
the  Place  where  the  Monks  lodged  and  had  their  Cham¬ 
bers.  ft  was  built  over  the  Cioyder  and  Gallery,  and  had 
Alleys  quite  found  it.  In  the  Alleys  were  Doors  to  each 
Chamber.  Every  Monk  had  his  Chamber  to  himfelf, 
which  was  clofe  Wainfcotted  but  fmall.  In  each  Chamber 
there  was  a  Window  by  reafon  of  the  Partition  betWeeri 
Chamber  and  Chamber,  but  no  Chimney.  In  each  Cham¬ 
ber  there  was  a  narrow  Bedhead,  big  enough  to  hold  one 
Perfon  and  no  more.  Upon  the  Straw  Bed  there  was  a 
Flock  Bed,  commonly  called  a  Matrafs,  acoarfe  Blanket* 
a  Rug  and  a  Bolder  of  Straw  or  Flocks.  By  the  Bedfide 
there  was  a  Priez  Dieu  or  Defk  to  kneel  at,  with  a  Cru¬ 
cifix  up  on  it  •,  another  Defk  and  Table,  with  Shelves  and 
Drawers  for  Books  and  Paper,  and  a  Chair  at  each  End  of 
the  Dortoir  Alleys,  and  likewife  in  the  Middle  of  each 
M3ortoir  there  were  Crefifets  or  Lanthorns  wrought  in  Stone, 
with  Lamps  in  them,  to  give  Light  to  the  Monks,  when 
they  rofe  in  the  Night  to  their  Matters,  or  on  other  necefi- 
fary  Occafions.  Dr.  Saunders  and  Father  Reyner  fay,  there 
were  one  hundred  Religious  more  or  lefs  within  this  Houfd 
at  the  Time  of  it’s  Suppreffiron,  from  whence  I  prefume 
there  muft  have  been,  at  lead,  two  Dormitories,  to  con¬ 
tain  Ceils  enough  for  fo  numerous  a  Community.  For  I 
cannot  conceive  how  there  could  be  above  48  Cells  in  a 
Dormitory.  The  Dortoir  Or  Dormitory  was  under  the 
Care  of  the  Camerarius. 
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The  Infirmary  was  an  Apartment  for  the  Sick,  and 
therefore  as  foon  as  any  of  the  Religious  fickened,  they 
were  conveyed  hither,  where  they  had  Fire  and  all  other 
Conveniences  that  can  poffibly  be  imagined,  as  well  for  this 
as  the  other  World  :  St.  Benedict  in  his  Rule  exprefiy  com¬ 
manding  his  Children,  above  all  Things,  to  take  care  of 
the  Sick,  and  that  they  fhould  ferve  the  Sick,  as  they 
Would  ferve  Chrift  himfelf.  There  belonged  to  this  A- 
partment  a  Chappel,  feveral  Chambers  with  Furniture  fit 
for  fick  People,  a  feparate  Common  Room,  a  feparate 
Kitchen,  the  Dead  Man’s  Chamber,  which  was  the  Place 
where  the  Dead  were  carried,  as  foon  as  in  Decency  they 
could  be  removed  out  of  their  Beds,  where  the  Corps  laid, 
till  it  was  wafh’d,  cleans’d  and  clothed  in  the  Habit,  that 
it  might  be  conveyed  to  the  Church  to  be  expofed  and  in¬ 
terred.  Whether  there  were  any  Apothecary’s  Shop  and 
Fhyfick  Garden  belonging  to  this  Infirmary,  I  cannot 
fay.  But  ’tis  highly  probable  there  were  ;  fince 
I  have  feen  fuch  Conveniences  in  Monafleries  cf  tar  lefs  Ac¬ 
count  than  this  of  Glaftonbury  was,  from  whence  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  particularly  the  poor  fort  of  People,  have  their 
Drugs  and  Medicines  gratis.  This  Apartment  was  under 
the  Care  of  the  Ivfirmarius ,  who  had  a  Cook  and  other 
handy  Servants  under  him  to  affift  him  in  the  due  Execu¬ 
tion  of  his  Office. 

I  flattered  myfelf,  that  I  fhould  give  a  pretty  good  De° 
fcription  of  the  Abbot’s  Apartment,  but  not  meafuring 
it  when  I  was  upon  the  Spot,  I  find  it  will  be  alfo  imper¬ 
fect.  Fof  the  Notion  I  have  of  it’s  Dimenfions  does  not 
agree  with  the  Platform  we  have  of  it  in  the  Monafticon . 
However,  what  I  ffiall  fay  of  it,  I  hope  will  be  fufficient 
for  the  Reader  to  form  an  Idea  of  it,  though  I  do  not  give 
him  it’s  Dimenfions.  Some  Part  of  it  was  {landing,  in 
September  1712,  but  a  little  while  after  it  was  taken  down, 
and  the  befl  Materials  employed  in  Building  a  little  neat 
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new  Houfe  on  the  South- Weft  Side  of  the  Inclofure,  If 
flood,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  South  of  the  Great 
Hall,  and  the  main  of  the  Building  ran  North  and  South. 
The  Front  of  it  was  towards  the  Weft,  and  was  built  al- 
mofl  in  the  Form  of  a  Great  Roman  E,  only  at  the  North 
and  South  End  of  it,  it  jutted  out  fome  Yards  at  each  End. 
It  was  only  three  Stories  high,  and,  as  near  as  I  can  remem¬ 
ber,  had  ten  large  Stone  Windows  on  each  Floor  in  the 
Front.  To  come  into  this  Apartment  you  mounted  half 
a  dozen  or  more  large  handfome  Stone  Steps,  which  let 
you  in  tofeveral  (lately  Rooms,  which,  for  the  molt  part, 
were  all  wainlcotted  with  Oak,  the  Cieling  as  well  as  the 
Sides  of  the  Room.  In  divers  Pannels  of  the  Wainfcot. 
( particularly  in  the  Cielings  and  over  the  Chimnies)  there 
were  neatly  carved  the  Arms  of  England ,  quarterly  France 
and  England ,  and  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Abbey,  which 
was  Vert^  a  Crofs  Bottone  Argent ^  in  the  firft  Quarter,  our 
Blefted  Lady,  with  our  Saviour  in  her  Right  Arm  and  a 
Scepter  in  her  Left,  all  Or,  being  the  Coat  of  Arms,  that 
was  born  by  our  famous  Britijh  King  Arthur ,  who,  in  all 
likelihood,  honoured  this  Abbey  fo  far,  as  to  bellow  this 
Coat  upon  them.  But  to  return  to  the  Apartment.  Up  one 
Pair  of  Stairs,  at  the  South  Eaftern  End  of  this  Building, 
flood,  as  1  was  told,  the  Abbot's  Bedchamber.  It  was,  as 
near  as  I  can  guefs,  about  eighteen  Feet  in  Length,  and 
about  fourteen  .in  Breadth.  It  had  in  it  an  old  Bedftead, 
without  Teller  or  Polls,  was  boarded  at  Bottom*  and  had 
a  Board  nailed  (helving  at  the  Head.  This  Bedftead,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Tradition  of  the  Place,  was  the  fame  that 
Abbot  Whiting  laid  on,  and  I  was  defired  to  obferve  it  as  a 
Curio  ft  ty.  This  Apartment  was  much  out  of  Repair, 
when  I  law  ir.  It  rained  in  in  many  Places,  by  the  Roof’s, 
being  faulty  in  many  Places.  Several  Pannels  of  the 
Wainfcot  were  (hattered.  The  Windows  were  much 
broken,  and  fome  of  them  were  unglazed.  I  enquired 
how  it  came  to  lay  fg  neglected,  and  was  anfwered,  Thau 
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it  laid  fome  Years  empty,  no  body  earing  to  live  there, 
it  having  been  obferved,  that  never  any  body,  that  had 
dwelt  there,  had  ever  thrived.  Nay,  I  was  then  and  there 
told.  That  the  Inclofure  there  had  never  continued  in  one 
Family  thirty  Years  together,  fince  the  Abbey  was  dif- 
iblved.  To  this  Apartment  belonged  a  Garden,  and  two 
Stables,  one  for  the  Abbot’s  Saddle  Naggs  and  Gel¬ 
dings,  and  the  other  for  Mules  and  Horfes  for  his  Horfe 
Titter, 

I  can  fear ce  form  to  myfelf  an  Idea  of  the  King’s  Lodg¬ 
ings.  Leland  allures  us  there  was  here  fuch  an  Apartment, 
but  does  not  tell  us,  whether  it  was  part  of  the  Gueft 
bioufe,  or  a  diftindt  Building  from  it.  And  all  that  1  know 
more  of  it  is,  Ci.  That  King  Edward  the  Firft  and  his  Con- 

fort  Queen  Eliancr ,  with  their  Retinues,  came  hither  in 
cc  April  1278,  and  were  conveniently  lodged  during  their 
c&  Aboad,  and  were  here  magnificently  entertained  at  the 
c-  Expence  of  the.  Abbey, 

The  Gueft  Flo  life  was  an  Apartment  for  the  Entertain¬ 
ment  of  Strangers,  and  Reception  of  Travellers.  Here  all 
Ferfons  from  the  Prince  to  the  Peafant  were  entertained  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  Rank  and  Quality,  and  none  were  brow¬ 
beaten  op  commanded  to  depart,  if  they  were  orderly  and 
of  good  Behaviour.  They  were  obliged  to  this  Hospita¬ 
lity  by  the  53.  Chapter  of  their  Rule,  where  they  are  com¬ 
manded  to  receive  all  Comers,  as  they  would  receive  Chrift 
him  fell,  who  hereafter  will  lay,  I  was  a  Stranger ,  and  you 
took  me  in » 

There  was  in  this  Apartment  a  noble  Hall  ;  feveral  good 
Lodging  Rooms  very  clean  kept  and  well  furnifh’d,  that 
they  might  not  be  unpleafant  to  the  Guefls  ;  a  Cellar  well 
ftored  with  Wine  and  Beer  ;  a  Stable  furnifh’d  with  good 
Hay  and  Provender  ,  and,  in  a  Word,  there  were  here 
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all  the  Conveniences,  that  might  be  met  with  in  an  Inn 
(nay  I  may  fay  m  a  Nobleman  or  Gentlemans  Houfe) 
and  all  to  be  had  gratis.  For  this  Reafon,  I  fhall  here  ob- 
ferve  from  Mr.  Aubry ,  “  There  were  no  Alehoules,  nor 
“  yet  Inns,  before  the  Reformation,  but  upon  great  Roads. 

For  when  they  ( the  People)  had  a  mind  to  drink  (con- 
cc  tinuesthat  Author)  they  went  to  the  Frieries,  and  when 
cc  they  travelled,  they  had  Entertainment  at  Religious 
“  Houfes  for  three  Days,  if  Qccafions  fo  required.  This 
Apartment  was  committed  to  the  Ho fpit alarms,  who  had 
under  him  a  Butler,  Grooms  and  other  proper  Servants  to 
help  him  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office. 

The  Eleemofynarium  or  AJmonry  was  a  Place,  where  the 
Alms  of  the  Abbey  were  diftributed.  Here  not  only  the 
Poor  of  Glaftonbury ,  but  even  all  the  Poor  of  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  found  Relief.  “  For  whilft  Monafteries  flood 
C£  (we  are  told  by  Sir  William  Dugdale)  there  was  no  A6t 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  fo  amply  did  thofe  Moufes 
“  give  Succour  to  them  in  Want,  whereas  in  the  next 
Age  (viz.)  A .  D.  1596.  39th  of  Elizabeth ,  no  Ids  than 
cc  eleven  Bills  were  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
for  that  Purpofe.  To  diflribute  thefe  Alms,  there  was 
always  a  grave  Monk  called  Eleemofynarius  or  Almoner, 
whole  Buflnefs  it  was  likewife  to  make  an  Enquiry  after  the 
fick,  feeble,  ancient  and  difabled  Perfons  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  fuch  as  were  afhamed  to  beg,  whom  he 
bountifully  relieved,  as  well  as  thofe  who  came  to  the  Al¬ 
monry.  The  Almoner,  if  I  miftake  not,  was  Qverfeer 
alfo  of  the  Hofpital  of  the  Poor  Women,  which  was 
founded  by  Abbot  Beere . 

I  take  the  Apartment  of  the  Clerks  of  our  Lady,  to 
have  been  a  little  College  of  Secular  Priefts,  endowed  with 
Rents  and  Allowances,  to  fay  Mafs  daily  for  the  Intention 
of  the  Founder  at  iome  Chappel  or  Altar  in  the  Church, 

.  par- 


I 


(  46  ) 

particularly  at  the  Chapel  of  our  Lady.  All  that  I  know 
more  of  it  is,  that  it  was  built  by  Abbot  Beere :  That  thefe 
Priefls  there  lived  under  Regular  Difcipline,  and  were  fub- 
jedl  to  the  Abbot,  who  provided  them  with  all  neceffary 
Conveniencies. 

i 

The  Boys  Apartment  was  a  kind  of  Seminary  for  Youth 
to  be  taught  their  Chriilian  Dodtrine,  Mufick  and  Gram- 
mar  Learning,  by  which  Means  they  became  fit  for  the 
Univerfity.  What  Number  there  were  of  them  I  cannot 
tell,  but  find  they  ferved  in  the  Church  as  Choriflers,  and 
were  here  found  with  all  Necefifaries  gratis .  There  be¬ 
longed  to  this  Apartment  a  School,  Dormitory,  Hall,  etc . 
The  Care  of  thefe  Boys  and  their  Apartment  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  one  of  the  Monks,  who  was  their  Mailer,  who 
had  a  Cell  in  their  Dortoir,  and  laid  conilantly  there  to 
to  keep  them  in  Order. 

'  ^ 

I  am  now  come  to  the  Kitchen,  which  is  the  only  entire 
Building  that  remains.  By  it  one  may  give  a  guefs,  what 
a  ftately  Abbey  it  was  before  it’s  Overthrow.  It  is  all 
built  of  Stone,  and  hath  not  fo  much  as  a  Peg  of  Wood 
about  it,  for  it’s  better  Security  from  Fire.  The  Outfide 
of  it,  as  it  appears  by  the  Cut  in  the  Monafiicon  is  a  four 
Square,  and  the  Infide  of  it  is  drawn  into  an  eight  Square 
Figure.  There  are  in  it  four  Fire  Hearths.  The  Infide 
of  this  Kitchen  is  20  Feet  high  to  the  Roof,  which  runs 
up  in  a  Figure  of  eight  Triangles,  equal  and  equilateral, 
on  the  Top  whereof  there  is  a  Sort  of  Lanthorn,  not  un¬ 
like  thofe  we  have  now  in  the  Colleges  of  Oxford ,  or  Inns 
of  Court,  to  which  Lanthorn,  1  conceive,  by  fome  Means 
or  other,  the  Smoak  of  the  four  Hearths  was  conveyed. 
On  the  Eafl  and  South  are  two  great  Doors,  and  in  the 
Squares  oppofite  to  thefe  Doors  there  are  two  large  Win¬ 
dows,  if  I  remember  well.  There  remains  no  Sign  of  any 
DrefTer  or  Pavement,  and  it  is  at  prcfent  made  ufe  of  for  a 
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Barn.  It  is  generally  faid  this  Kitchen  was  built  by 
Abbot  Whiting  and  I  prefume  this  is  the  right  of  it, 
fince  I  find  nothing  to  the  contrary.  Every  Monk  of  the 
Houfe  ferved  a  Week  in  the  Kitchen,  as  it  came  to  his 
Turn,  unlefs  he  was  in  a  Poft,  wherein  he  could  be  more 
feviceable  to  the  Community,  or  was  prevented  by  Sick- 
nefs.  This  St.  Bennet  enjoined  his  Children,  to  the  end 
they  might  all  of  them  have  an  Opportunity  of  A  111  firing 
and  Serving  each  other.  He  was  called  Difpenfer ,  and  his 
Bufinefs  was  to  appoint  what  Diet  was  to  be  dreft,  to  carve 
the  Portions  for  the  Community,  and  to  book  down  the 
Papers  and  Bills  that  related  to  his  Office. 

Of  the  Dijjolution  of  the  u4bby. 

JZ\  N  G  Henry  the  Eighth  having  caff  off  the  Pope’s 
iik  Authority,  and  declared  himfelf  fupream  Head  of 
A-  the  Church  of  England ,  either  by  Threats,  Vio¬ 

lence,  or  Tyranny,  or  elfe  by  Prefents,  Promifes  and  Per- 
fuafions,  feized  upon  and  invaded  all  the  Monafteries  of  the 
Kingdom. 

The  venerable  Richard  Whitings  Abbot  of  this  Mona- 
flery,  had  Courage  enough  to  maintain  his  Confcience, 
and  run  the  laft  Extremity.  Itfeems  neither  Bribery  nor 
Terror,  nor  any  other  difhonourable  Motives,  could  pre¬ 
vail  upon  him,  to  furrender  his  Abbey.  To  reach  him 
therefore,  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  was  offer’d  him  at 
Wells ,  which  tho  he  refufed,  he  was  difmifi:  and  Differ’d 
to  go  at  large,  and  thus  being  upon  his  Return  to  his  Mo- 
naftery,  and  not  fufpedting  any  further  Misfortune,  he  is 
faid  to  be  feized,  to  be  dragg’d  up  to  the  Torr ,  and  there 
bang’d  and  quarter’d,  without  being  allowed  the  liberty 
of  taking  leave  of  his  Convent,  which  heearneftly  defired. 
Two  of  his  Monks  Roger  Jacob ,  alias  James ,  and  John 
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' Thorne  were  there  executed  with  him.  They  were  charged 
with  giving  him  ill  Advice,  and  bringing  him  to  fuch  an 
obftinate  Inflexiblenefs.  We  have  this  Account  from  Bi- 
fhop  Godwin  and  Mr.  Collier . 

This  Execution  happened,  on  the  14th  of  November 
1539.  Shortly  alter  the  poor  Monks,  belonging  to  this 
Abbey,  were  turned  out  into  the  wide  World  to  feek  their 
Fortunes,  and  this  rich  and  goodly  Abbey,  furpaffihg  in 
Value  and  Antiquity  all  the  Abbeys  in  England  (excepting 
Weftminfter  Abbey)  was  demolifhed.  Nothing  now  be¬ 
ing  left  but  vaft  Ruins  dikovering  its  former  Grandeur  ; 
tho5  the  Fabrick  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Jofepb  of  Arimathda 
is  kill  almoft  entire,  except  the  Roof,  and  the  great  Arch, 
which  feparated  the  Chapel  from  the  fpacious  Portico  that 
led  to  it,  which  are  broke  down,  as  well  as  the  Pavement 
quite  into  the  Vault  underneath  ♦,  it’s  an  Oblong  curioufly 
Wrought  after  the  Gothick  Style,  at  each  Angle  was  a 
Tower  terminated  in  a  lofty  Pyramid  of  Stone,  having  a 
Stair  Cafe  within. 

The  Abbey  at  its  Diffolution  by  King  Henry ,  w7as  valued 
at  3311  1.  7  s.  40.  per  Annum,  according  to  Sir  William 
JDugdale ,  but  according  to  Speed. ,  at  3508  1.  13  s,  4  d.  It 
lay  near  a  dozen  Years  after  its  Diffolution  walte  and  defo¬ 
late,  but  in  the  Year  1^50,  the  fourth  of  King  Edward's 
Reign,  the  Site  of  it  was  granted  to  Edward  Seymour^  Duke 
of  Somerfet ,  and  afterwards  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Sir 
Peter  Carew . 

*An  impartial  Hiftory  of  the  T  roper  ties 
and  Ufes  of  t  he  Miner  a  l  Waters 

at  Giaftonbury. 

J 

The  antient  Magnificence'  and  Glory  of  the  Abbey, 
whofe  noble  and  ftupendous  Ruins  attract  Awe  and 
Veneration  to  this  Day,  can  be  exceeded  by  nothing  but 

the 

«•  ,  -  >  . 


(  '4  9  ) 

the  prefen t  Fame  ©f  the  Waters,  which  furpaffes  all  De** 
foription  and  Belief  •,  and  whether  their  Merits  may  not  e- 
qual  their  Fame,  wilibe  difficult  to  determine. 

The  prefent  irregular  Method  drinking  them  is  likely 
to  prove  more  pernicious  than  fa’Iutary,  no  Attention  being 
given  to  the  due  Ufe  or  Application  of  them,  but  they  are 
drank  by  all  Degrees  of  People  of  both  Sexes,  both  young 
and  old,  and  in  all  Diforders,  as  a  Panacea  or  Univerlal  Me¬ 
dicine  :  The  Numbers  of  People  who  are  now  on  the  Spot, 
fo’me  of  them  of  Fafhionand  DtftinCHon,  who  have  beenat 
the  Trouble  and  Expence  of  redding  there,  drink  it  with¬ 
out  Rule  or  Advice,  each  individual  prefcribing  for  them- 
felves,  and  patiently  expedling  from  the  Cures  already  ef¬ 
fected  by  it,  Relief  for  their  Maladies  :  This  indeed  was 
the  Method  firft  died  to  reduce  Phyfick  into  an  Art,  that 
Men  of  Sagacity,  Diligence,  and  Application,  might 
leave  Pofterity  a  Foundation  for  future  Improvements. 
Hence  it  was  Hippocrates  deduced  his  PraCtice,  and  left  us 
thole  excellent  Aphorifms,  which  to  this  Day  are  allowed 
to  be  the  Criterion  of  Phyfical  Knowledge,  arid  from  which 
none  of  our  greateft  Phyficians  (notwithllanding  all  our 
Improvements  in  Anatomy,  Chymiftry,  Philofophy  and 
Matheffiaticks)  durll  deviate  ;  but  how  much  is  it  to 
be  lamented,  fo  noble,  fo  uftful  an  Art  fhould  decline  and 
dwindle  into  Contempt,  in  an  Age  wherein  even  our  Me- 
chanicks  boafl  themfelves  equal,  if  not  fuperior  in  Under¬ 
standing  to  the  wife  King  of  Ifrael :  That  this  does  not  pro¬ 
ceed  from  Want  of  Men  of  fufricient  Abilities,  is  certain  ; 
that  it  Ihould  proceed  from  Indolence  would  be  a  fevere 
Cenfure,  and  to  fuppofe  it  owing  to  felf  Iritereft  greatly  in¬ 
vidious. 

We  muft  then  defer  difcuffing  this  Point  till  a  farther 
Opportunity,  and  fince  abler  Pens  will  not  undertake 
to  account  for  the  Properties  and  Ufes  of  tf  cele- 
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brated  Waters,  endeavour  to  give  thg  World  feme  few 
Hints  from  a  Hiftory  of  Fads  properly  attefted,  and  fome 
Experiments  made  on  the  Waters,  what  Benefit  may  be 
expededfrom  the  Ufeofthem  :  That  their  Mineral  Qua¬ 
lities  are  natural,  muff  be  granted,  fince  never  ltfs  Artifice 
was  ufed  by  any  People  j  they  are  not  fond  of  impofing  the 
Dream  and  Miracle  on  you-,  they  rather  appear  indifferent 
about  it,  neither  giving  great  Attention  to  the  real  Merits 
of  the  W  ater,  or  their  own  Intereft. 

The  Blood ,  or  Chalice  Well ,  lies  on  the  North  Side 
of  the  Hill  near  the  Foot  of  it:  In  this  Well  arifes 
two  Springs,  one  much  more  ftrongly  impregnated  than 
the  other,  and  probably  of  different  Properties  j  though 
at  prefent  this  cannot  be  determined,  the  Springs  a- 
rifing  too  near  each  other,  to  make  any  accurate 
Trials  feparately  on  either-,  though  both  blended  toge¬ 
ther,  make  a  ftrong  Mineral.  Somewhat  higher  on  the 
Side  of  the  Hill,  inclining  to  the  South -Weft,  arifes  ano¬ 
ther  Spring,  equal  in  its  Mineral  Properties  to  thofc 
of  the  Well  and  ftill  further  South- Weft,  you  have 
a  fine  foft  Water,  probably  impregnated  with  Lime 
or  Chalk  -  Stone,  from  its  uncommon  Smoothnefs  : 
Thefe  all  join  at  the  Foot  of  the  Hill,  and  form 
one  common  Stream,  from  whence  running  openly  for  a 
confiderable  Diftance  through  the  Street,  and  after  that 
thro’  feveral  Meadows,  and  Part  of  the  Abby,  it  appears 
again  at  the  Chain  Gate.  The  W ater  from  the  Spout  or 
Shoot  is  about  the  Weight  of  common  Water,  but  that 
from  the  Blood ,  or  Chalice  Well ,  weighs  eight  Grains 
ipecifically  heavier, 

1  could  here  offer  fomeReafons  why  theMedicinalQuali- 
ties  of  the  Water  muff  be  full  as  efficacious  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Hill,  as  at  the  Spout  or  Shoot  where  it  is  drank  at  prefent; 
but  the  World  being  fg  much  prejudiced  in  Favour  of  that 
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particular  Spot,  will  not  offend  their  Ears  with  the  ungrateful 
Subject,  but  only  obferve  That  at  the  Spout  can  receive  no 
other  Properties  than  that  at  the  Foot  of  the  Hill,  but  Di¬ 
lution,  which  might  be  more  decently  and  medicinally  ef¬ 
fected  at  the  latter  Place,  with  a  proper  Mixture  of  that 
fine  fmooth  Water  abovementioned;  for  neither  the  ftri  Cleft 
Examination  or  Situation  of  the  Place  can  afford  one  folid 

*  .  i 

Reafon  to  fufpeCl  any  Spring  arifes  between  the  Foot  of  the 
Hill  and  the  Chain  Gate  ;  indeed  it  may  be  faid  the  Bene¬ 
fit  already  received,  has  been  from  that  of  the  Chain  Gate  ; 
but  this  is  eafily  anfwered,  the  Multitude  being  directed 
to  drink  it  there,  and  from  the  general  Imprefiion  the 
Dream  has  made  on  them,  care  not  to  examine  their  own 
Senfes,  whether  it  might  or  might  not  be  more  falutary  at; 
a  different  Place  :  This  will  not  appear  Whim  or  Conjec¬ 
ture,  if  ever  any  fagacious  Phyfician  Ihould  fee  convenient 
to  fettle  there,  and  reduce  it  to  any  regular  Method,, 

The  Water  of  Chalice. or  Blood  Well ,  ferments  ftrongly 
with  Oil  ofVitriol ;  thatarifing  from  the  Bottom  much  ftron- 
ger  then  that  on  the  Surface,  where  both  are  blended  toge¬ 
ther;  the  Ebullition  of  that  from  the  Side  of  the  Hill,  is  nearly 
equal  to  that  taken  from  the  Surface  in  the  Well,  and  that 
from  the  Spout  fcarce  difcovers  any  Motion  more  than  in  com¬ 
mon  Water,  but  as  all  Waters  differ  in  Quality  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Beds  or  Strata  they  run  thro’,  or  leave  many  of  their 
Mineral  Qualities  behind  them,  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  this 
may  be  the  Cafe  of  the  Spout  Water  ;  for  as  was  obfervedf 
before,  there  can  be  no  effential  Difference  between  that  at 
the  Spout,  and  that  at  the  Foot  of  the  Hill;  but  being  ren¬ 
dered  weaker  by  Dilution*  and  leaving  fome  of  its  Mineral" 
Qualities,  behind  it. 


The  Water  being  mixed  with  fixed  Alkaline  Salts, 
grows  vifcid,  and  precipitates  a  white  Subftance  with 
Salts  of  ths  Urinous  Kind  ;  it  likewife  tinges  the  Sides  of 
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flie  Glafs  with,  a  dirty  Cotew*  after  ffapdipg  fomeTime* 
mixed  with  a  Solution  of  Lead:  Thefe  and  many  other  Ex¬ 
periments  made  on,  the  Spot,  may  determine  us  what  Mi¬ 
neral  Qualities  are  contained  in  it,  at  lead;  the  mod  predo¬ 
minate  ones,  and  granting  that  Alum,.  Copper,  and  Lime 
or  Chalk-Stones,  C?c.  *  have  any  Share  in  its  Compoft- 
tion,  it  may  not  be  difficult  to  account  for  the  many  fur- 
prifipg  Cures  it  has  effected,  when  we  examine  the  different 
Properties  of  thefe  Subfcances,  and  confider  that  Mineral 
Waters,  when  under  proper  Regulations  exert  themfelves 
in  a  peculiar  Manner  as  Alteratives  indnitely;  fuperior  to 
the  moft  elaborate  Productions  of  Art. 

r  s  .  '•  •  /  ;  ’  '  •/  \  .  J  I  '  '  J  l  A,.:  i  1  .  -  *  *  Wk 

I  hope  from  the  foregoing  Premifes,  neither  an,  implicit 
Faith,  nor  an  implicit  Incredulity,  will  be  imputed  to 
me;  both,  Extreams  are  equally  to  be  condemned,  and 
fo  important  a  Subject  as  the  Health  of  Mankind  deferves 
the  ferious  Attention  of  our  Literati ,  that  Gothic  Igno¬ 
rance  may  no  more  prevail  among  us. 

Waters  impregnated  with  Alum,  require  great  Skill, 
Jud  gment,  and  a  perfeft  Knowledge  of  the  Animal 
Oeconomy,  to  manage  them  difcreetly  :  They  aft  on 
many  Conftitutions  as  ftrong  Poifons,  and  are  not  oo.be 
given  but  with  the  greateft  Deliberation,  and  an  inti¬ 
mate  and  long  Acquaintance  with  the  Patient,  to  ex¬ 
amine  whether  the  juices  are  full  and  turgid,  aftive  or 
dormant,  acid  or  alkaline,  or  putrefeftave. 

*  Arfenic  is  found  in  great  Quantity  on  the  Mendip  Hills , 
in  the  Neighbourhood -of  Glaftonbury,  fo  that  it  can  he  al¬ 
lowed  no  improbable  Conjecture  to  fuppofe  thefe  Waters  ret  am 
fome  fmall  Share  of  Juch  Subftances  ;  nor  does  many  of  the 
Experiments  made^oa  the  Waters^  in- the  leaf  contradict  fuch 
an  A  fieri  ion  y 
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Having  executed  my  Promife  as  to  my  Sentiments  on  the 
Mineral  Properties,  and  Ufes  of  thefe  Waters,  1  hope  the 
Reader  will  not  impeach  me  of  any  Partiality  *5  neither 
Prejudice  or  'Self-Intereit  having  any  Share  in  the  Publi¬ 
cation  of  thefe  Sheets,  but  an  earned  and  fincere  Endea¬ 
vour  to  refcue  Truth  from  Error,  and  to  recommend  the 
Study  of  Natural  Philofophy,  which'  in  this  Age  appears  to 
be  too  much  neglected.  There  are  fome  who  wholly  afcribc 
the  Cures  performed  by  thefe  WATERS  to  certain  dele¬ 
gated  and  miraculous  Powers,  •  without  allowing  them  any 
Mineral  or  Medical  Qualities.  1  refer  inch  to  the  Phyfre 
cal  Part  of  this  Treadle  :  On  the  contrary  there  are  many 
others  who  from  theWritings  of  our  modern  Theorifts,  and 
a  high  Opinion  of  their  own  Abilities,  fet  light  by  the  Ap¬ 
plication  of  fo  incompetent  an  Agent,  defpifmg  the  Power 
and  Wiidom  of  our  Almighty  and  Beneficent  Creator,, 
who  by  the  moft  minute  and  trivial  Accidents,  frequently 
opens  to  us  the  Secrets  of  Nature,  and  the  wonderful  and 
flupendous  Effects  of  his  Providence  5  and  as  has  al¬ 
ready  been  proved  impregnates  the  liquid  Element  with 
Properties,  exceeding  all  human  Probability  or  Belief, 
Such  I  refer  to.  a  *  Treadle  published'  by  that  worthy  Pre¬ 
late,  the  celebrated  Bifhop  of  Gioyne ,  and  recommend 
them  to  the  Grace  and  Mercy  of  that  God  who  gave  his 
only  Son  as  a  Sacrifice^  and  Redemption  for  the  Sins  of 
Mankind, 


Marvellous  art  thy  Works 3  Q-  Lord^  in  Wtfdom  hap  thorn 
created  them  all. 

*  The  Minute  Pkilofopher . 

L  2-  We 


\  >  ,  '  V  ' 

I 

'  **  \ 


•  (  §4  ) 

$Ve  Jhall  now  proceed ,  according  to  our  Defign *  give  aft 

Account  of  the  Town  of  Glaftonbury,  the  famous  Torr 
adjacent  to  it*,  and  of  the  renowned  King  Arthur  the  laji 
of  the  Britifh  Kings$  who  was  buried  at  Glaftonbury. 

i 

.r-p  H  E  ancient  Borough  of  Glaftonbury  is  feated  al- 
Jf  m oft  in  the  Heart  of  Somerfetftoire ,  and  lieth  about 

Miles  South  of  Brijiol *  15  South  Weft  of  Bath ,  about 
five  South }  veering  a  little  Weft  of  Welh *  12  Miles  al- 
moft  Eaft  of  Bridgwater *  and  about  feven  inclining  a  little 
to  the  Weft  of  Ivelchejier, 

It  is  now  a  thorough  Fare*  and  ftands  on  the  great 
Road  between  Brijiol  and  Exeter ,  from  the  latter  of  which 
Cities  it  is  diftant  41  computed  Miles  North  Eaft.  It's 
Longitude  is  24.  Deg.  30.  3VL  It’s  Latitude  is  51.  10* 

from  what  I  find  in  Ldand? s  Collectanea*  I  guefs  it 
was  built  in  King  Ina9 s  Days,  when  he  laid  the  firft  Foun¬ 
dation  of  the  Abbey,  which  ( as  1  have  before  obferved) 
was  about  the  Year  of  our  Redemption  708*  Itflourifh’d 
mightily  till  the  Time  of  the  Danes  in  King  Alfrid9$  Days, 
which  was  fometime  in  or  foon  after  the  Year  of  Cbriji 
873*  and  then  it  laid  defolate,  as  this  learned  Antiquary 
reports  ^  but  Mr,  Broughton  fays  otherwife.  He  tells  us* 
thofe  Infidels,  in  their  Invafion  and  Ferfecution,  at¬ 
tempted  to  deftroy  it*  but  were  prevented  the  doing  of  it 
by  two  of  their  Men  being  miraculoully  ftricken  blind. 
But  be  that  as  it  will*  it  is  certain,  that  it  was  repaired  by 
St.  Dunjlan ,  and  by  the  Liberality  of  King  Edmund ,  the 
ninth  Saxon  Monarch*  glorioufly  re-edified.  This  King 
Edmund.  A .  D*  944*  makes  the  1  own  of  Glaftonbury  en¬ 
tirely  iubject  to  and  depending  upon  the  Abbey*  and  ex¬ 
empts  it  from  all  Impofitions  and  Oppfeflions,  and  en¬ 
dows 
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dows  the  Town  with  the  Rights,  Liberties  and  PrivL 
leges,  mentioned  in  the  Hiftorical  Account  of  the 
Abbey. 

Twenty-fix  Tears  after  Ring  Edmund  granted  St.  Dun * 
Jian  and  and  his  Monks  this  Charter,  Glaftonbury  became 
a  fmall  City  with  a  ftrong  Wall  ol  a  Mile  about  and  re- 
plenifhed  with  {lately  Buildings,  amongfl  which  Number 
doubtlefs  was  the  Hofpital  for  Pilgrims.  The  Town  fuf- 
fered  confiderably  when  the  Abbey  was  burnt  in  the  Year 
1171,  or*  a&  others  will  have  it*  in  the  Year  1184.  But 
it  fuffered  more  from  the  Earthquake,  which  threw  down 
St.  Michael' s  Church  on  the  Dorr ,  on  the  nth  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1276.  But  I  find  it  was  afterwards  re-edified,  For  in 
Leland' s  Time  it  confided  ( as  at  prefent)  chiefly  of  two 
Streets.  The  principal  whereof  runs  Eaft  and  Weft  to 
the  Market  Crofs*  and  extends  itfelf  fix  Furlongs  in 
Length,  leading  you  to  Bridgwater.  The  other  Street 
runs  from  the  Weft  End  or  the  Market  Crofs  South  and 
almoft  North,  and  is  the  Road  to  Exeter ,  and  about  two 
Furlongs  in  Length.  There  are  in  it  two  Parifh  Churches^ 
the  one  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptift ,  on  the  North  Side 
of  the  principal  Street  towards  the  Middle  of  it  j  and  the 
other  to  St.  Bennet ,  (in  the  Monafiicon  called  St.  Cuth* 
bert'$(  in  the  other  Street. 

St.  John  BaptiJBs  Church  ftands  about  the  Middle  of 
the  principal  Street  on  the  North  Side  of  it.  It  is  a  fair 
lightfome  Church,  and  the  Eaft  Part  of  it  in  .Lei and* s 
Time  elegant  and  ifled.  The  Body  of  the  Church  had  in  his 
Days  Arches  of  each  Side.  This  learned  Antiquary  men¬ 
tions  three  Monuments,  in  this  Church,  which  were  ftan- 
ding  in  his  Days.  The  firft  is  one  Richard  Atwell ,  a 
great  Benefactor  to  the  Town  of  Glaftonhur$r  who  died 
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afcum  annum  Domini  1472,  and  laid  on  the  North  Side 
of  the  Choir  the  fecond  of  Johanna  his  Wife,  who  laid 
over  againft  him  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Choir,  both 
being  buried  under  very  handfome  Marble  Stones  *,  and 
the  third  was  that  of  one  Camell ,  a  Gentleman,  who  lay 
buried  in  the  South  Part  of  the  Tranfcept  of  the 
Church. 

I  remember  nothing  very  remarkable  of  St.  Benmf  § 
Church,  but  the  Date  on  the  Porch,  on  the  North  Side  of 
the  Church.  It  is  cut  or  carved  upon  a  large  Stone  in  the 
Front  of  the  Church,  in  very  ancient  Figures,  and  fhews 
this  Church  to  have  been  built  in  the  Year  of  Chrifi  1135. 
The  two  Figures  of  [1  ]  refemble  two  [SS]  and  the  two  Fi¬ 
gures.  of  [3]  refemble  a  great  [B]  which  makes  fome  think, 
theft  Characters  Hand  lor  Sanffus  BenedUtus .  The  late 
Serjeant  Gold*  who  was  a  judge  in  the  Prince  o {  Orange’ % 
Reign,  Heth  buried  in  the  North  file  of  this  Church,  and 
that  is  all  I  can  remember  in  it  that  is  obfervable.  The 
Church  itfelf  is  little  and  low,  and  is  to  be  efteemed  ("as  I 
Conceive}  only  for  its  Antiquity. 

■  •  *  "d 

The  next  Building  worth  moll  Oblervation,  that  is  now 
in  being,  is  the  Market  Houle.  It  is  a  neat  Pile  of  Buil¬ 
ding,  built  of  late  Years  with  fome  Materials  the  Town 
had  from  the  old  Abbey.  But  I  was  told  by  a  Man  of 
Credit,  living  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Glafvmhury ,  that 
the  Tows  hath  loft,  in  a  great  meafure,  their  Market 
fince  i P$  Building,  which  he  imputed  to  IPs  being  built 
with  Materials  that  belonged  to  the  Church  ;  and  whoever 
reads  Sir  Henry  Spuhnsn* s  Hiftory  of  Sacrilege,  will  not 
wonder,  that  fueh  a  Fate  fhould  attend  it.  Their  Market 
Day  in  Lttan&s  Time,  was  weekly  on  Wednefday.  But 
by  Mr.  Ogdh  I  Had  they  have  changed  it.  For  he  fays 

their 
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their  Market  is  on  Puefdays ,  and  adds,  they  have  annually 
two  Fairs,  the  one  on  the  eighth  of  September ,  and  the  other 
on  Michaelmas  Day,  thechief  Commodities  then  fold  being 
Horfes  and  fat  Cattle, 

-  r  ‘  \  ;  q  '  / r  v  ^  *  *  • ;  /  ,  ^  •_  ;  ■  A  '  v » j  i  A 1 1  1  >i 

There  is  a  fmall  old  Building  of  Stone  in  the  principal 
Street,  on  the  North  Side  of  it  at  the  coming  into  Giajicn - 
bury ,  as  you  come  from  Wells .  I  enquired  what  it  was  ; 
but  none  upon  the  Spot  could  inform  me.  So  I  knew  not 
what  to  make  of  it,  till  I  light  upon  Leland's  llinerariiim , 
and  there  I  find,  that  the  venerable  Abbot  Be  ere  built,  on 
the  North  Side  of  this  Abbey,  an  Alms-Houfe  forfeven  or 
ten  poor  Women.  So  by  its  Situation,  and  Refemblance 
to  Church  and  Monaftery  Building,  I  conclude,  this  muft 
be  fome  Remains  of  that  Hofpital.  And  if  fo,  it  was  built 
by  that  Prelate  foon  after  his  Return  from  his  Em  bally  at 
Rome ,  whither  he  was  fent  Embaflador  to  Pope  Pius  the 
third  by  King  Henry  the  feventh,  which  happened  in  the 
Year  of  Chrift  1503  or  the  Year  following. 

There  is  another  very  ancient  Building  in  the  fame  Street, 
and  on  the  fame  Side  of  the  Way,  a  little  beyond  St.  John 
Baptijl's  Church.  1  take  this  Building  to  be  a  Remainder 
of  the  Pilgrims  Hofpital  ;  a  Place  where  all  Perfons  were 
entertained  gratis ,  that  reforted  to  Glaftonhury  on  the  fcore 
of  Devotion,  as  I  have  already  obferved  in  the  Historical 
Part  of  the  Abbey.  The  Front  of  this  Structure  ('for  I  was 
not  in  the  Infide  of  it)  is  (lately,  and  not  unlike  the  Buil¬ 
ding  of  fome  Colleges  and  Halls  in  Oxford ,  being  built  with 
Free  Stone.  It  is  now  an  Inn,  and  the  Sign  or  the  White - 
Horfe .  The  Inhabitants  call  it,  at  prefent  the  Abbot’s 
Inn  ^  but  why  they  call  it  fo,  I  know  not,  being  well  al¬ 
lur’d  the  Abbot,  before  the  Diffokitioq  of  the  Abbey,  had 
all  Conveniences,  both  for  himfelf  and  hK  Vifitants,  with¬ 
in 
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in  his  own  Inclofure,  and  conflantly  received  them  there, 
without  fending  them  to,  or  entertaining  them  at,  an 
Inn.  Befides,  Women  go  often  a  Pilgrimage  to  Holy 
Places  as  well  as  Men  ;  and  Women  are  not  fuffered  to 
go  into  the  Inclofure  of  Men,  excepting  only  into  their 
Church  and  Speak-Houfe,  for  which  reafon,  and  for  the 
Ancientnefs  of  the  Building  of  this  Inn,  I  take  this  Boufe 
to  have  been  a  Part  of  the  Pilgrims  Hofpitalj  where,  to 
be  fure,  there  was  an  Apartment  and  Conveniences  for . 
Women  as  well  as  Men.  This  Hpfpital  (as  well  as 
that  of  Abbot  Beere )  was  (as  far  as  I  can  yet  learn )  under 
the  Direction  of  the  Eleemofynarius  of  the  A  bbey,  who  had 
under  him  a  Mafter,  Chamberlains,  Cooks,  and  other  ne~ 
ceffary  Officers.  It  was  endowed  with  diftindt  and  fepa~ 
rate  Lands,  and  was  one  of  the  i  io  Hofpitals,  which  were 
fuppreft  the  Clofe  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth’s,  or  the  Be- 
ginning  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth’s  Days, 

And  there  is  a  little  neat  new  Box,  on  the  South  Part 
of  the  Inclofure  of  the  Abbey,  which  the  Curious,  to  be 
fure,  will  take  Notice  of,  the  Front  of  it  being  fo  very 
obfervable,  by  it’s  being  fet  off  in  feveral  Places  of  the 
Front  with  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Abbey,  carved  out  on 
large  Stones.  It  was  built,  as  1  have  already  obferved',  in 
’•1713  or  the  Year  following,  with  the  Materials  of  the 
Abbot’s  Apartment ;  and  this  is  all  I  know  of  it? 

Mr.  Pafchal  in  a  Letter  to  John  Aubry ,  Efq;  dated 
November  the  nth,  3684,  tells  him,  That  a  Mafon 
“  not  long  ago  wanting  a  Free  Stone,  came  to  the  Renter 
cc  of  the  Abbey  for  one,  and  gave  Six-pence  for  it.  The 
“  Saw  Handing  fume  where  fit  for  his  Turn,  the  Mafon 

faw’d  it,  and  out  came  feveral  Pieces  of  Gold  of  three 
V  Pound  ten  Shillings  Value  a 'Piece,  of  how  ancient 
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££  Coin  I  cannot,  faid  he,  yet  learn.  That  Gentleman 
£C  (that  employed  him)  hath  three  of  thofe  Pieces.  While 
“  ihe  and  another  Lord  were  contending  tor  the  Treafure 
u  here,  it  fell  into  a  riotous  Perfon’s  Hands,  who  food 
ct  fet  it  going.  How  much  it  was,  Mr.  Pafchal  could 
not  learn.  But  the  Editor  of  the  New  Defcription  and 
State  of  England,  who  likewife  relates  this  Story,  but  with 
foroe  little  Difference,  laid-  there  were  about  fixty  Pieces. 
I'he  Stone  belonged  to  fotne  Chimney  Work,  and  the 
Gold  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  hidden  in  it,  when  the  Diildlu- 
ti'on  was  near.  This  is  all  I  can  yet  find  remarkable  of 
the  Town  of  Glaftonbury ,  excepting.  That  as  a  Borough  it 
hath  been  fummoncd  to  fend  in  a  Reprefentative  to  the 
Parliament  •,  but  Mr.  Willis  doth  not  find  it  ever  comply’d 
with  the  Sheriff’s  Writ, 


yin  Account  of  the  TORRj  near 

Glaftonbury. 

TH  E  Holy  Saints  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus  firft 
built  an  Oratory  on  the  Top  of  the  Mountain,  now 
called  the  Porr,  to  the  Ho  nodr  of  St.  Michael  the  Arch¬ 
angel,  that  he  might  have  there  Honour  on  Earth  of  Men  ; 
who,  at  the  Command  of  GOD,  is  to  bring  Men  to  eternal 
Honours  in  Heaven. 

Many  Years  afterwards,  St.  Patrick ,  as  has  been  related, 
having  reduced  the  holy  Hermits  to  a  Ccenobitical  Way, 
that  is  to  fay,  brought  his  Religious  to  live  in  Commu¬ 
nity  and  Common  under  the  fame  Roof,  (for  till  then  they 
.  lived  fingly  in  Huts,  Dens  and  Caves)  he  took  Brother 
IV ellias  with  him,  and  with  great  Difficulty  they  went  lip 
together  the  Port, ,  where  he  found  the  ancient  Oratory 
of  St.  Michael ,  al mod  ruined,  and  finding  by  an  old  Book, 
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‘which  he*  by  great  Search  and  Induftry,  had  there  found 
out,  that  the  Chapel  there  had*been  built  by  Revelation* 
and  held  in  vaft  Veneration  by  St.  Phaganus  and  Diruvia- 
inus ,  he  and  his  Companions  fpent  there  three  Months  in 
Fading,  Prayers,  and  Watching  •,  during  which  Time  he 
had,  on  a  certain  Night,  a  Vifion  of  our  Saviour  CHRIST 
Himfelf,  who  fignified  to  him,  that  he  was  to  honour  the 
fame  Archangel  in  the  fame  Place  *,  for  a  Tedimony  of 
the  Certainty  of  which  Vifion,  his  Lett  Arm  withered, 
and  was  not  redorcd,  till  he  had  acquainted  the  red  of  his 

J  j. 

Brethren  below  with  what  he  had  feen. 

St.  Patrick's  Vifion  being  thus  by  Miracle  confirmed, 
his  Religious  below  were  convinced  that  the  Chapel  on  that 
Hill  was  likewife  chofen  by  GOD,  for  the  Exercife  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Devotion.  Whereupon  the  holy  Men  Arnulphus  and 
Ogmar,t wo  Irijh  Monks,  whom  he  brought  with  him  thi¬ 
ther  out  of  Ireland ,  defired  to  go  up  the  Hill,  and  remain 
conftantly  there  attending  on  the  laid  Chapel,  where  (for 
ought  I  can  yet  find  to  the  contrary J  they  not  only  lived, 
but  ended  their  Days.  And  that  Almighty  GOD  might 
be  thenceforward  there  condantly  ferved,  St.  Patrick ,  by 
the  Advice  and  Confent  of  his  Religious,  appointed,  that 
two  Brethren  fhould  refide  on  that  Hill  for  ever,  except 
fucceeding  Prelates  for  future  Ages  fhould,  for  fome  juft 
Reafon,  ordain  otherwife.  And  becaufe  the  Afcent  was  lo 
very  difficult,  being  then  overgrown  with  Briars,  Bufhes, 
Trees,  and  other  Clutter,  he,  by  the  Advice  of  his  Reli¬ 
gious,  granted  one  hundred  Days  of  Indulgence  to  all 
thofe,  who,  out  of  a  pious  Intention,  fhould  with  Axes 
and  other  Inftruments  clear  the  PaiTage  of  the  aforefaid 
Mountain  on  all  Sides,  that  devout  Cbriftians  might  have 
a  freer  Entrance,  pioufly  to  vifit  the  Church  of  the  Bldled 
Virgin  Mary ,  that  of  the  two  Apoftles,  and  this  Oratory 
St.  Michael 
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Criticks,  perhaps,  may  cenfure  what  I  have  here  related1* 
If  they  do,  they  are  defired  to  take  Notice,  that  moil  of 
what  I  have  written  hitherto,  is  taken  out  of  a  Writing, 
written  by  St.  Patrick  himfelf,  commonly  called  St.  Pa¬ 
trick's  Chart,  or  Epistle  •,  fome  whereof  was  quoted, 
as  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Crejfy ,  almoft:  three  hundred  Years 
fince,  by  Capgrave ,  in  his  Life  of  St.  Patrick  *,  and  it  is 
entirely  extant,  faith  that  Author,  in  the  famous  Library 
of  Sir  John  Cotton ,  in  two  feveral  Manufcripts,  one  of  the 
Antiquities  of  William  of  Malmejbury ,  and  a  certain  Wri¬ 
ter  called  Adam  Domerham .  And  concerning  this  Epiftle, 
thus  writes  Gerardus  Vojjius ,  the  publick  Reader  of  Hif- 
tory  in  the  Univerfity  of  Leyden ,  in  Holland  :  This 

“  Epiftle  of  the  Legation  of  St.  Patrick,  we  found  fome 
Years  fince  amongft  the  MSS.  Collections  of  Maria- - 
nus  Viltorius,  Bifhop  of  Reate ,  who  faithfully  tran- 
fcribed  it  out  of  a  very  ancient  Manufcript,  belonging 
cc  to  Glaftonbury ,  many  Years  before,  when  he  attended 
sc  Cardinal  Pole,  fent  Legate  into  England P  Camden  alfo 
reports  it,  which  he  certainly  would  not  do,  if  he  did  not 
think  it  worthy  of  Credit  •>  and  it  is  of  that  Authority 
with  Sir  William  Dugdale  and  Mr.  Dodfwortb ,  (two  more 
of  the  Reformed  Religion)  that  they  have  thought  good 
to  fet  it  down  at  large  in  the  Monafticon ,  from  whence  5. 
deftgn  to  tranfcribe  a  Copy,  and  prefent  to  my  Reader  ; 


St.  Patrick’ j  Chart,  or  Epistle, 


IN  the  Name  of  our  LORD,  Jesus  Christ,  I  Pa?* 
trick ,  a  humble  Servant  of  GOD,  in  the  Year  of 
His  Incarnation  42  5,  being  fent  by  the  Moft  Holy* 
Pope  Celeftin  into  Ireland ,  converted  (by  the  Grace  of 
GOD)  the  Irijh  to  the  Way  of  Truth  ;  And  when  I 
had  (Lengthened  them  in  the  Catholick  Faith ,  I  at  length 
returned,  into  Britain ,  and  (as  I  believe3  being  conducted 
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€C  by  GOD,  who  is  the  Life  and  the  Way )  I  happened 
into  the  Idle  of  1  nfwitryn  ;  in  which  I  found  a  holy  and 
fic  ancient  Place,  cholen  and  fandlified  by  GOD,  to  the 
Honour  of  the  immaculate  Virgin  Mary ,  the  Mother  of 
66  GOD  :  And  there  I  found  certain  Brethren,  well  in- 
cc  ftrudted  in  the  Principles  of  the  Catholick  Faiths  and  of 
pious  Converfation,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  Difciples 
of  the  Saints  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus ,  whofe  Names, 
<c  for  the  Merit  of  their  Lives,  I  verily  believe  are  writ- 
ten  in  Heaven  :  And  becaufe  the  Juft  (ball  he  had  in 
cc  Eternal  Remembrance ,  and  that  I  tenderly  lov’d  thefe 
tc  Brethren,  I  thought  proper  to  fet  down  their  Names  in 
66  this  Writing,  which  were,  Rrumban ,  Hiregaan ,  Bremwaf 
Wencreth ,  Banttoniweng ,  Adelwolred ,  Loycr^  Wellia i, 
6C  Breden ,  Sw  elves  ^  Hinloernus ,  and  Hyn.  Thefe  being  of 
Noble  Birth,  were  defirous  of  adorning  their  Nobility 
6C  with  the  Works  of  Faith ,  therefore  made  Choice  of 
5C  an  Hermeiical  Life  :  And  becaufe  I  found  them  of  a 
€c  meek  and  quiet  Temper,  I  chofe  rather  to  be  abjedt  with 
6C  them,  than  to  dwell  in  Royal  Palaces  :  And  becaufe  we 
st  were  all  of  one  Heart  and  Mind,  we  chofe  to  live  toge- 
ther,  to  eat  and  drink  alike,  and  to  deep  under  the  fame 
Roof ;  and  they  made  me  (though  unwilling)  their 
Head,  for  I  was  not  indeecL  worthy  to  unloofe  the 
6C  Latchet  of  their  Shoes.  And  when  we  had  determined 
on  leading  a  Monaftical  Life,  according  to  the  Rule  of 
our  Fore-fathers,  the  above-mentioned  Brothers  fhew’d 
*c  to  me  the  Writings  of  the  Saints  Phaganus  Diruvi - 

amis  ;  in  which  was-contained.  That  twelve  Difciples  of 
St.  Philip  and  Jacob  had  built  that  ancient  Church,  to 
the  Honour  of  our  Advocatrefs,  the  Holy  Mary,  by 
^  the  Diredlion  pf  the  Angel  Gabriel ;  moreover,  that  our 
Lord  from  Heaven  had  dedicated  it  to  the  Honour  of 
4£  His  Mother,  and  that  three  Pagan  Kings  had  given  to 
cc  thofe  twelve,  for  their  Maintenance,  twelve  Portions  of 
**  Land,  I  alio  found  in  feme  later  Writings,  that  the 
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Saints  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus  obtained  from  Pope 
Elutherius  (who  had  fent  them  into  Britain )  thirty  Years 
of  Indulgence.  :  And  I  (Brother  Patrick )  in  my  Time 
gained  from  Pope  Celeftine ,  of  pious  Memory,  twelve 
Years  Indulgence  ;  after  a  long  Abode  here,  taking  with 
me  Brother  Weliias ,  we  with  great  Difficulty,  through 
the  Midft  of  the  Wood,  got  up  to  the  Top  of  the 
Mountain  which  overtops  this  Ifle  :  Where,  when  we 
were  come,  there  appeared  an  old  and  almoft  ruined 
Oratory,  but  yet  fit  for  Chriftian  Devotion,  and,  as  it 
feem’d  to  me,  fet  apart  by  GOD  ;  which,  when  we 
were  entered  into,  we  were  filled  with  fuch  a  Sweetnefs 
of  Odours ,  that  we  might  have  believed  ourfelves  plac’d 
among  ft  the  Pleafantnefs  of  Paradife  •,  therefore,  going 
out,  and  coming  in  again,  and  fearching  the  Place  dili¬ 
gently,  we  found  Part  of  a  Book,  in  which  were  writ' 
ten  the  Adis  of  the  Apoftks,  .together  with  the  Acls 
and  Deeds  of  the  Saints  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus ,  but 
great  Part  of  it  was  deftroyed  ;  but  at  the  End  of  it 
we  found  a  Writing,  which  faid,  That  the  beforemen- 
tioned  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus  had,  by  a  Revelation 
of  our  LOAD,  j esus  Christ,  built  that  Oratory  in 
Honour  of  St.  Michael  and  the  Archangel ,  that  He 
might  there  have  Honour  of  Men  ;  who,  at  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  GOD,  is  to  condudt  Men  to  eternal  Honour  : 
And  as  this  Writing  delighted  us,  we  endeavoured  to 
read  it  to  the  End  •,  for  the  fame  Writing  mentioned, 
that  the  venerable  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus  made  their 
Habitation  there  nine  Years,  and  that  they  obtained 
thirty  Years  Indulgence  for  all  Chriftians  that  fhould 
vifit  that  Place  with  a  pious  Intention,  in  Honour  of  the 
Blefifed  St.  Michael :  Therefore,  having  found  fo  great 
aTreafureof  Divine  Goodnefs,  I  and  Brother  Weliias 
palled  three  Months  there  in  Failings,  Prayers,  and 
Watchings,  putting  to  Flight  Evil  Spirits  and  wild 
Beafts,  which  appeared  to  us  in  various  Shapes :  But  on 
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a  certain  Night,  when  I  had  laid  down  to  fleep,  the 
<c  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST  appeared  to  me  in  a  Vifiori, 
faying,  Patrick,  my  Servant ,  know  that  Ihavecho - 
cc  fen  this  Place  to  the  Honour  of  ray  Name ,  that  here 
cc  Men  may  reverently  invocate  my  Archangel  Michael,  and 
et  this  fhall  be  a  Sign  to  thee  and  thy  Brethren ,  that  they 
cc  alfo  may  believe  *,  thy  Left  Arm  fhall  be  dried  upy  until 
ec  thou  haft  told  what  thou  haft  feen  to  thy  Brethren ,  which 
are  in  the  Cell  below ,  « /iw  fhalt  return  here  again. 
And  it  came  to  pafs  fo  :  From  that  Day  we  appointed 
cc  that  two  Brothers  fhould  for  ever  remain  there,  un- 
tc  lefs  future  Superiors  fhould  for  juft  Reafons  order  other- 
cc  wife.  To  Arnulpho  and  Ogmor ,  Irijh  Brothers,  who 
cc  had  come  with  me  from  Ireland ,  becaufe  on  my  Exhor- 
<c  tation  they  began  Hrft  to  make  Abode  at  the  above - 
<c  mentioned  Oratory,  1  committed  this  prefent  Writing, 
4C  keeping  another  exadfc  Copy  in  the  Cheft  of  the  holy 
tc  Mary ,  tor  a  Monument  to  Pofterity  ;  And  I,  Brother 
c<  Patrick ,  by  the  Advice  of  my  Brethren,  grant  a  hun- 
dred  Days  Indulgence  to  all  thofe  who,  with  a  pious  In- 
cc  tention,  fhall  cut  down  the  Wood  from  every  Part  of 
<c  the  faid  Mountain,  that  a  more  eafy  Railage  may  be 
<c  opened  to  Chrijtians ,  pioully  coming  to  viftt  the  Church 
cc  of  the -Bit fled  and  everlafting  Virgin %  and  the  beforemen- 
cc  tioned  Oratory.55 

Devout  Husbandmen  and  Labourers  cleared  the  Hill  of 
Trees  and  Bullies,  and  St.  Patrick  having  repaired  St.  Mi¬ 
chael's  Chapel  on  the  Top  of  the  Torr ,  it  was  from  that 
Time  called  the  Hill  of  St.  Michael  or  St.  Michael's  Mount, 
to  the  Reformation  alter  which  it  was  called  the  T orr ,  from 
the  Tower  the  only  Part  of  the  Chapel  now  left  Handing. 

An  Account  of  the  LIFE  of  King 

A.  R  T  H  U  R. 

HAVING  me  '  med  King  Arthur  as  a  confider* 
able  Benefactor  to  the  Abbey  of  Glaftonbury ,  and  to 
have  been  buried  in  the  Abbey  Church  there,  I  think  pro¬ 
per  to  give  here  an  Abftraft  of  his  Life*  yo  ••  tyij 
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foregoing  Colleftf ons  the  more  authentick  :  For  the  many 
incredible  Stories  that  have  been  reported  of  this  Prince* 
have  made  his  Hiftory  little  better  than  a  Romance  ;  nay, 
have  made  fome  People  deny  there  ever  was  fuch  a  Perfon. 
This  Notion  proceeds  from  an  Excefs  of  Matter  recorded 
of  him,  which  is  occafioned  by  a  Cuftom  of  the  old  Britijh 
poets  (called  Bards)  who  were  ufed  in  former  Ages,  by 
their  Rhithmes  and  Verfes,  to  recreate  the  Minds  of  their 
miferable  Countrymen,  the  Bri tains,  after  they  were  dri¬ 
ven  by  the  Saxons  out  of  the  belt  Part  of  the  Kingdom* 
into  the  Mountains  of  Wales ,  and  into  Cornwall ,  another 
Extremity  of  the  Eland.  In  thefe  Verfes  and  Ballads,  the 
Bards ,  by  their  extravagant  Fidfions,  mingled  with  real 
Truths,  have  much  injured,  inftead  of  adding  to  the  Re¬ 
putation  of  their  renowned  Kings  and  Anceflors.  Thro* 
which  Means,  Fame  hath  been  more  injurious  to  this 
Prince,  than  it  hath  been  to  any  other  Prince  whatfoever. 
Thus,  beyond  what  is  credible,  they  report,  £C  Fie  con- 
quered  Frollo ,  King  of  the  Franks  ;  whereas,  amongit 
the  French  Writers,  as  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Creffy *  fuch  a 
<6  Name  as  Frollo  is  not  to  be  found  :  That  he  flew  Lu- 
cius,  the  Emperor’s  Governor  in  Italy ,  which  no  Hifto- 
<c  rian,  ("faith  that  Author,)  either  Roman ,  French ,  or  Saxon * 
<c  makes  Mention  of  :  That  in  a  Year’s  Time  he  not  only 
<c  fubdued  the  whole  Eland  of  Ireland ,  and  took  Gillamur 
cc  their  King,  and  all  his  Nobles  Prifoners,  but  that  'he 
tc  palled  into  Holland ,  Gottland ,  and  the  Lies  of  Orkney 9 
and  brought  all  thofe  Regions  under  Tribute  :  That  he 
“  not  only  fubdued  the  Fills  and  Scots,  but  over-ran 
*c  France,  Germany,  Dacia ,  &c.  for  which  Reafon  he  is 
“  ftiled  Imp  er  at  or  Britannia,  Gallia,  Germania,  Dacia,  &c. 
<c  In  a  Word,' that  he  conquered  no  fewer  than  thirty 
€£  Kingdoms.”  Now,  who  can  believe  that  he  fhould 
ramble  fo  far  to  conquer  new  Countries,  when  (till  towards 
the  End  of  his  Reign J  he  had  great  Difficulty  to  defend 
his  own  Kingdom  againfl  his  own  Enemies  at  Home  ? 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  and  fuch  like  Stories  Geffrey  of  Monmouth ,  and 
others  have  reported,  from  the  Ficlions  of  the  old  Brit  iff 
Bards ,  making  a  Medley  of  Truth  and  Falfhood,  which 
they  have  done  either  for  beautifying  their  Hiftories,  or  de¬ 
lighting  their  Readers,  or  extolling  their  own  Blood: 
Whereas,  without  fpeaking  more  than  Truth,  they  might 
have  fet  off  King  Arthur,  as  a  Prince  of  a  moft  Magna¬ 
nimous  and  Heroical  Spirit  *,  it  being  allowed,  by  moll  of 
our  Judicious  and  Impartial  Hiftorians,  44  That,  had  it  not 
64  been  that  Almighty  GOD  had  given  up  the  Britains  to 
44  Deftrudtion,  no  Hand  could  have  been  more  proper 
44  and  able  to  refcue  them,  than  King  Arthur' s  ;  and,  no 
44  Doubt,  it  is  to  his  Valour  f faith  Mr.  Creffy)  we  ought 
64  toafcribe  the  Security  of  the  Remains  of  them  among 
64  the  Mountains  of  Wale s.”  Thus  much  by  Way  of 
Introduction.  I  fhall  now  proceed  with  his  Life. 

As  touching  his  Birth  and  Defcent,  fome  Writers  re¬ 
port  (faith  Mr.  Creffy)  44  That  his  Father,  liter  Pendra- 
44  gon,  falling  in  Love  with  the  W  ife  of  Gorlols „  Duke  of 
44  Cornwall ,  called  Igerna ,  and  by  Flattery  and  Subtilty 
44  having  gained  her  Affedtion,  he  begot  of  her  Arthur, 
44  being,  they  fay,  by  MerlinT  Magical  Art ,  transformed 
44  into  the  Shape  of  her  Huff  ana.  But  jAthufi  Virtues, 
44  Piety  and  Courage,  wonderfully  profpereeLby  Almighty 
44  GOD,  are  ftrong  Proofs  that  his  Birth  was  not  fo  infa- 
44  mous,  faith  that  venerable  Author.” 

But  a  more  fober  Account  is  given  of  this  great  Prince 
fcontinueth  that  grave  Author)  in  the  Antiquities  of  Glaf- 
tcnbury ,  written  by  John ,  a  Monk ,  and  Adam  Domerham  ; 
where  we  read  this  Paiiage  :  44  liter  Pen  dr  agon,  the  Bro- 
44  ther  of  Ambrojius ,  dying  by  l  oifon,  in  the  the  tenth 
44  Year  alter  the  Coming  of  Cerdic ,  the  Weft  Saxon ,  his 
44  Son  Arthur ,  a  Youth  of  fifteen  Years,  began  to  rule  the 

44  Britains . 


cc  Narration,  contjnueth  my  Author,  we  find  no  Afper- 
u  fi'on  on  his  Birth.”  Though  it  be  not  very  credible, 
what  follows  in  the  fame  Antiquities,  “  That  by  his 
cc  Mother  he  was  delcended  from  a  Nephew*  of  St.  Jo~ 
cc  fepb  of  Arimathaa  called  Hellanis,  or,  as  Broughton 
writes  him*  Helains  *tis  certain,  that*  after  the  death 
of  Gorlois ,  King  Uter  married  his  Widow  *  And*  one 
would  think,  there  can  be  no  greater  Proof  of 
Igerna's  Integrity  and  Loyalty  to  her  hr  ft  Hufband*  the 
Duke  of  Cornwall ,  than  the  Report  of  King  Liter's  being 
obliged  to  transform  himfeif  into  the  Form  of  her firft  Hus¬ 
band,  by  the  means  of  Magick,  to  enjoy  her.  The  Pof- 
fibility  whereof  I  Ih all  leave  the  Wife  to  determine.  But 
be  his  Birth  what  it  will,  I  do  not  find  his  Legitimacy  was 
the  lead  quell ioned  by  any,  but  his  Father's  Sifters  and 
their  Flufbands,  nor  could  they  prevail  on  any,  but  their 
own  Subjects,  to  hearken  to  it,  till  many  Years  after  King 
Uter  his  Father’s  Death,  which*  fame  fay,  happened  in 
the  Year  506,  others  in  the  Years  508*  and  others  not  til! 
the  Year  516,  which  Creffy  will  have  to  be  the  Year  of  his 
Coronation  *,  which  Ceremony,  both  Leland  and  Creffy  fay, 
was  performed  by  St.  Dubritius ,  but  the  former  will  have 
him  ,to  have  been  crowned  at  Winchefier ,  and  the  latter  at 
Caei'legion *  adding,  that  it  was  done  there  in  a  General  Aft 
fembly  of  the  Bifhops  and  Nobles. 

King  Uter  left  his<Sqn  Arthur  engaged  ih  a  W7ar  againft 
the  Saxons  ;  and  Arthur's  AccefTion  to  the  Crown  was 
much  ftomach’d  at  by  Lot  ho  King  of  the  Fills,  and  by 
Gowran  King  of  the  Scots,  who  had  married  his  own 
Aunts  Anna  and  Alda,  his  Father  King  User's  Sifters,  the 
former  whereof  ( Lot  ho )  pretended  to  the  Crown  in  Right 
of  his  W;fe  the  eldeft  Sifter  *,  of  which  Marriage  was  de¬ 
fended  Mordred ,  who  in  this  Caufe  at  laft  loft  his  Life* 


as  we  fhall  (hew  at  large  by  and  by. 
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formed 


(  9S  ) 

formed  of  this  Uneafinefs,  brought  thefe  Princes,  though 
Chriftians  and  Uncles,  into  an  Alliance  with  them  again  ft 
King  Arthur . 

King  Arthur  being  thus  befet,  marched  his  Forces  into 
the  North,  and  attacking  the  Saxons  in  Northumberland 9 
he  drove  them  thence  to  York ,  where  he  befiegcd  them  ; 
however  Colgerne  their  Leader,  privately  conveying  him- 
felf  out  of  the  City,  went  into  Germany,  where  he  got  frefh. 
Succours  from  another  Cherdick ,  a  King  in  that  Country, 
who,  with  yoo  Sail,  came  in  Perfon  to  the  Relief  of  the 
Saxons ,  landing  in  Scotland .  King  Arthur  hearing  of  the 
Arrival  of  this  new  Supply,  railed  the  Siege  of  York ,  and 
retiring  towards  London ,  he  fent  for  Aid  to  his  Nephew 
Hoel ,  his  Sifter’s  Son,  the  then  King  of  Armorica ,  now 
called  Little  Britanny ,  who  immediately  came  over  to  him 
in  Perfon,  bringing  with  him  a  powerful  Army. 

The  King  being  reinforced  with  thefe  Auxiliaries, 
march’d  from  Southampton  to  Lincoln ,  which  City  Cherdick 
had  ftrongly  befieged,  where  he  not  only  railed  the  Siege, 
but  forced  them  to  fly  to  a  Wood,  where  being  encom- 
paffed,  they  were  compelled  to  yield  to  King  Arthur's 
Victorious  Army,  on  Condition  to  depart  the  Land,  and 
leave  behind  them  their  Horle,  .Armour,  and  other  Furni¬ 
ture.  After  this  he  fought  twelve  fet  Battles  with  the 
Saxons ,  and  overthrew  them  in  every  one  of  them.  The 
fir  ft  was  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Gleyne  alias  Gledy ,  the 
fecondy  third,  fourth  and  fifth  upon  the  River  Douglafs 
in  Lenox ,  the  fixth  upon  the  River  Bajjus ,  the  feventh  in 
the  Wood  Calidon  alias  Gate  l  Cell  don.  The  eighth  near 
the  Caflle  Guinien,  the  ninth  Wales  at  the  City  of  Caer- 
legion ,  the  tenth  at  Lratthericb  or  Rydthrwyd  upon  the  Sea 
Side.  The  eleventh  at  a  Hill,  called  Agned  Cathregonicn , 
and  the  twelfth  at  Bath  or  Bathen  Hill ,  called  by  Latin 
Authors  Badonis  and  Mens  Badonicus ,  which  Victories 
(particularly  the  laft)  Popijh  Authors  fay,  he  obtained  by 
•invocating'  the  Afliitance  of  the  Bleffed  Virg>..  Gary  in 

the 
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the  Time  of  Battle,  whofe  Image  he  wore  over  his  Ar¬ 
mour,  and  painted,  bore  in  his  Standard. 

King  Arthur  having,  as  he  thought,  pretty  well  fettled 
his  Affairs  at  home,  made  an  Expedition,  upon  fome  un¬ 
known  Occafion,  into  France ,  and  having  quite  forgotten 
the  Unkindnefs  he  had  formerly  met  with  from  his  Uncle 
Lotho ,  he  not  only  took  Lotho' s  Son  Mordred  into  Favour* 
but  intruded  him  with  the  Government  of  the  Kingdom* 
and  committed  tohimtheCare  of  his  Wife  Queen Guinever. 
Mordred ,  indead  of  faithfully  acquitting  himfelf  of  the 
Truftrepofed  in  him,  took  Advantage  of  the  King’s  Ab- 
fence,  upon  a  Pretence,  that  King  Arthur  was  a  Baftard* 
as  not  being  born  in  lawful  Marriage,  and  to  this  Treafon 
he  added  the  Crime  of  Inced,  violently  taking  his  Cou- 
fin’s  Wife  Queen  Guinever .  Moreover,  to  ftrengthen 
himfelf,  he  entered  into  Confederacy  with  the  King  of  the 
Weif  Saxons ,  to  whom  he  yielded  feveral  Provinces  Thefe 
infamous  Crimes  being  come  to  the  Ears  of  King  Arthur * 
he  prefently  returned  out  of  Brit  army  y  inflamed  with  an 
unquenchable  Rage  and  Hatred  againd  his  abominable 
Kinfman.  Mordred  was  prepared  to  hinder  his  Landing* 
at  which  Time  a  cruel  Battle  was  fought  between  them,  in 
which  Augufellus ,  King  of  Albania ,  and  V/alwan ,  two. 
Relations  of  King  Arthur ,  and  called  by  Zeeland,  duo  fui- 
mina  belli ,  two  noted  warlike  Thunderbolts,  with  many 
others,  fell  on  King  Arthur's  Side.  This  Battle  was  fought 
at  Richborough  near  Sandwich  in  Kent,  as  we  are  told  by 
Stow  in  his  Chronicle. 

King  Arthur  having  the  Advantage*  renewed  the  Fight* 
and  compelled  Mordred  to  fly  to  Winchester y  whither  he 
purdied  him,  and  put  him  again  to  flight,  which  he  di¬ 
rected  towards  Cornwall .  But  King  Arthur  not  ceafing 
to  follow,  he,  at  lad,  overtook  him  near  the  River  Alauney 
by  Corruption  called  Gambian ,  where  the  T  own  of  Camel- 
ford  now  dands,  at  which  Place  the  Controverfy  was 
ended*  but  fatally  t  them  both.  For  Mordred^  having  ranged 
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his  Army,  in  a  defperate  Fury  ru fil’d  amongft  his  Ene¬ 
mies,  refolved  rather  to  die  than  once  more  fhew  his  Back 
to  them.  In  this  Combat,  which  continued  almoft  a  whole 
Day,  after  horrible  Bloodfhed  on  both  Sides,  King  Arthur , 
with  the  Courage  and  Fury  of  a  Lion,  ruffed  into  the 
Troop,  where  he  knew  Mordred  was,  and  making  way 
with  his  Sword,  he  flew  Mordred  out  right,  and  diiperfed 
Ins  Enemies  ;  but  in  the  Fight  he  himielf  received  his 
•own  Death’s  Wounds,  whereupon  he  was  convey’d  to  the 
Abbey  of  Avalon,  now  called  Glofionbury ,  by  the  Chari¬ 
ty  of  a  Noble  Matron,  a  Kinfwoman  of  his,  called  Mor~ 
gains ,  where  he  died  of  his  Wounds  on  the  2 1  ft  of  May  in 
the  Year  542. 

As  the  Noble  Matron  Morgains  had  continued  to  con¬ 
vey  King  Arthur  from  Gambian  to  Glafionhury ,  and  look’d 
after  the  dreffing  of  his  Wounds  there  whilft  he  was  alive  ; 
fo  ilie  took  upon  her  the  chief  care  of  his  Funeral,  after  he 
was  dead,  which  was  managed  with  a  great  deal  of  Priva¬ 
cy,  (though  feveral  of  the  Britijh  Nobility  were  prefent  at 
it,  d  leaft  his  Death,  taking  Air,  fhould  difpirit  the  Bn- 
t.ains  and  fiufli  the  Saxons ,  '  For  which  reafon  ’twas  given 
out,  that  he  was  alive  and  upon  Recovery,  when  aftually 
they  had  buried  him  iixteen  Feet  under  Ground  ;  which 
was  done  to  prevent  the  Saxons,  infulting  and  offering 
any  Indignity  to  his  Corps  in  Cafe  they  prevailed ;  which, 
for  the  Sins  of  the  Britains ,  Almighty  GOD  ihortly  af¬ 
ter  permitted.  But  they  never  could  find  out  where  King 


Arthur  was  bi 


Ui 
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For  the  Place  of  his  Burial  was  not 


known,  till  600  and  odd  Years  after  his  Death,  and  then 
it  was  difeovered  upon  the  following  Occafiom 

King  Henry  the  Second  having  obtained  for  two  Cam¬ 
paigns  fu cadi-i vely ,  conhderable  /advantages  over  the  Irifio 
chiefly  by  the  Courage  and  Bravery  of  Richard  Clare ,  Earl 
of  Pembroke  and  Chepfiow ,  and  the  Welch  under  his  Com- 
tnand,  went  hint  fell  into  Ireland  in  Otlober  1172  to  com¬ 
plect  tky  Reduction  of  that  Kingdom,  palling  thro’  Wales , 

where., 
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where,  at  Pembroke ,  he  thanked  the  Welch  for  their  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  told  them,  that  in  great  meafure,  the  Succcfs  was 
owing  to  their  ancient  Britijb  Courage  and  Valour.  The 
Welch ,  pleafed  with  King  Henry's  taking  notice  of  their 
Loyalty,  entertained  him  according  to  the  Dignity  of  a 
King,  and  wifhed  him  the  Proi perity  and  Vidtory,  that  at¬ 
tended  heretofore  their  great  King  Arthur ,  whole  Lxoloits 
one  of  their  Bards,  playing  upon  the  Harp,  lung  to  the 
King  while  he  was  at  Dinner,  In  that  Ballad'  mention  was 
made  of  the  Place,  where  King  Arthur  lay  buried,  which 
was  there  faid  to  be  between  two  Pyramids,  in  the  Holy 
Church-yard  at  Glafionbury ,  many  Feet  deep. 

Henry  the  fecond  (bearing  a  due  regard  to  the  Memory 
of  King  Arthur,  his  renowned  Predeceffor)  at  his  Return 
out  of  Ireland ,  acquainted  Henry  de  Blots ,  at  that  1  [me 
Abbot  of  Glafionbury ,  with  what  he  had  learn/ d  from  the 
Ballad  of  the  Bard,  and  defired  him  to  dig  and  Parch  after 
the  Bones  of  that  Great  King.  Henry  de  Bids ,  fearch/d  as 
he  was  ordered,  and,  according  to  the  Report  of  Stow  and 
fome  other  Writers,  he  found  King  Arthur's  Bones  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  King  Henry's  Reign.  But,  according  to 
Leland  and  other  Authors,  they  were  not  found  out  till  the 
Year  1189  after  King  Richard  the  firft  came  to  the  Crown, 
and  when  Henry  de  Saliaco  or  Henry  de  Soilly  (as  others  call 
himj  was  Abbot,  who,  after  the  Abbey  was  burnt,  com¬ 
manded  Men  to  dig  again  between  thofe  two  Pyramids, 
and  at  feven  Feet  deep  they  found  a  huge  broad  Stone, 
where,  on  that  Side  that  lay’d  downwards,  was  found  a 
thin  Plate  or  Lead,  about  a  Foot  lone,  in  the  Form  of  a 

V 

Crofs,*  and  on  that  Side  of  the  Plate  towards  the  Stone  was 
engraven,  in  rude  and  barbarous  Letters,  this  Infcription  ; 

LllC  JACET  SEPULTUS  INCLYTUS  REX  ARTURIUS  IN' 

insula  avalon i a.  And  digging  nine  Feet  deeper, 

FT  \ 

*  Phi Leaden  Crofs  was  placed  by  the  Command  of  the 
' Abbot  y  in  the  Preafury ?  and  there  expo  fed  andjhewn ,  as  one 
of  the  Curiojities  of  it 9 till  the  Difi elution  of  the  Abbey. 

his 
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his  Body  was  found  in  a  Trunk  of  a  Tree,  and  near  the 
Bones  of  King  Arthur  were  found  thofe  of  his  Wife  Queen 
Guinever ,  who,  after  her  Flufband’s  Death,  retired  either 
to  the  Nunnery  of  St.  Julius  the  Martyr  in  Caerleon ,  or 
die  to  that  of  Amhrehury  in  IViltfhire ,  from  one  of  which 
Places  her  Corps  was  convey’d  privately  to  Glafionhury , 
and  there  privately  buried  in  or  near  her  Hufband’s  Grave. 
The  King’s  Bones  were  of  fo  great  a  Bignefs,  that,  when 
his  Shin  Bone  was  fet  to  the  Foot  of  a  very  tall  Man, 
it  reached  three  Fingers  breadth  above  his  Knee  j  and  in 
his  Skull  were  perceived  ten  Wounds,  one  whereof  was 
very  great,  and  look’d  upon  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  his 
Death.  The  Queen’s  Body  feem’d  to  be  perfect  and  whole, 
and  her  Flair  was  round  to  be  neatly  platted,  and  of  the 
Colour  of  burnifh’d  Gold  ;  but  her  Corps  being  touch’d 
with  the  Finger  of  one  of  the  Spectators,  it  fell  to  Duff. 
This  is  reported  by  Leland ,  Stow,  Speedy  Bifhop  Uf/ser , 
and  others  from  Giraldus  Camhrenfis ,  who  is  an  Au¬ 
thor  of  Repute,  and  was  an  Eye  Witnefs  to  th*  matter 
of  FadL 

After  the  Spectators  had  gratified  their  Curiofity,  the 
Abbot  and  his  Monks,  with  great  Satisfaction  and  Reve¬ 
rence,  took  all  the  Remains  of  the  two  Bodies  out  of  their 
Separate  Coffins,  and  putting  them  into  decent  Chefts, 
made  for  the  Purpofe,  they  depofited  them  firft  in  a  Cha¬ 
pel  in  the  South  Alley  of  the  Church,  till  fuch  Time,  as  a 
Monument,  fiiitable  to  the  Dignity  of  a  King  and  Queen, 
could  be  made  for  them,  in  the  Middle  of  the  Prefbytery 
of  the  Choir,  where,  in  firiifhing  the  Church,  they  erected* 
a  ftately  Maufoleum  of  Touchftone,  nobly  engraven  on  the 
Outfide,  in  which  they  placed  the  king’s  Body  by  itfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  Tomb,  and  the  Queen’s  at  his  Feet, 
being  the  Haft  Side  of  it.  On  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Tomb, 
that  is  to  fay,  where  king  Arthur' s  Bones  were  depofited, 
there  was  engraven  this  Infer: ptioxu 


C  I03  )  ,  , 

Hie  jdeet  Ar  Hints  s  flos  Regum ,  gloria  Regni, 

Quem  mores ,  probitas  commendant  laude  perennu 

Here  lies  Arthur  die  Flower  of  Kings,  and  the  Glory  of  King¬ 
doms,  whole  Manners  and  Probity  give  him  eternal  Praife* 

/ 

And  on  the  Eaft  Side,  where  Queen  Guinever* s  were 

placed,  there  was  this  Infcription  : 

\  * 

\ 

Arturi  jacet  hie  conjux  tumulata  Jeeunda% 

Quc€  meruit  calos  virtutum  prole  fcecunday 

Here  lies  the  Wife, of  Arthur ,  who  for  her  numerous 

Virtues  defend d  Heaven. 

f:  4** 

And  here  did  the  Remainders  of  this  great  King  and  his 
Queen  quietly  reft  fome  85  Years  *,  at  which  Time,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  the  Year  1278  King  Edward  the  Firftand  his 
Wife  Queen  Elianor ,  partly  out  of  Devotion,  and  partly 
out  of  Curiofity,  came  to  Glaftonburyy  attended  by  many  of 
the  Topping  Men  of  the  Nation,  Clergy  as  well  as  Nobility. 
Whereupon  the  19th  of  April  they  caufed  King  Arthur's 
Tomb  to  be  opened,  and  both  the  Shrines  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  Monument,  which  when  the  Court  and  its  Atten¬ 
dance  had  thoroughly  viewed.  King  Edward  opened  the 
Shrine,  wherein  king  Arthur  §  Bones  laid,  and  Queen  Elea¬ 
nor  the  Cheft,  wherein  were  thofe  of  Queen  Guine - 
ver,  and  then  each  of  them  taking  the  refpebtive  Bones 
*  out  of  their  refpedtive  Chefts,  they  expofed  them  on  two 
Credences  or  Side  Tables,  near  the  High  Altar,  till  the 
next  Morning,  for  every  one,  that  had  a  mind,  to  gratify 
their  Curiofity,  and  early  the  next  Morning,  being  the 
Wednefday  before  Eafttry  the  king  and  Queen,  with  great 
Honour  and  Refpebt,  wrapt  up  all  the  Bones  (excepting 
tire  two  Skulls,  which  were  let  up  and  to  remain  in  the 


/ 


(  i  ©4  ) 


,  4«, 


Treafury)  in  rich  Shrouds  or  Mantles,  and  placing  them 
again  in  their  feperate  Shrines,  the  king  put  into  that  of 
Arthur* s  this  following  Infcription  :  ct  Hmc  funt  offa  no - 
hiiijjimi  regis  Ariuni: >  quce  anno  dominie ce  incarnativnis 
1278,  decimo  tertio  Cal  end.,  Maii,  per  Dominum  Eaduear- 
dum,  regem  Anglic  illuftrem ,  hie  fuerunt  fic  colic  cat  a, 
fTocfentibus  Leonora  fereniffima  ejufdem  Regis  confer te^ 
&  filed  Domini  Ferrandi  regis  Eiiipahias,  magijtro  Guiiel- 
mo  de  Midleton,  tunc  Norwicenfi  eletio ,  magijtro  Tho- 
ma  de  Becke,  archidiacono  Dorfetenfi  Ed  predidti  regis 
thefaurario  %  Domino  Henrico  de  Lalcey,  Comite  Lined- 
nise,  Domino  Amadio  Comite  Sabaudim^  &  multis  Mag - 
natibus  Anglia?.  ( i.  e.)  Thefe  are  the  Bones  of  the  rnoft 
noble  king  Arthur ,  which  were  plat  ’d  here  on  the  13th 
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Day  of  May,  1278,  by  the  ilhifbious  king  Edward, , 
his  ferene  Confort  Leonora ,  Wiliam  Middleton ,  Biihop 
of  Norwieh  eled*  'Thomas  de  Becke ,  Archdeacon  of  D'or- 
fet ,  Henry  de  Lafcey ,  .Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  many,  other 
of  the  Nobility  of  England  being  p relent.”  And  then 
the  king  and  Queen  liking  their  Royal  Signets  to  each 
Che  ft,  they  can  fed  the  Cheft  to  be  placed  in  the  old  Mau- 
foleum,  where  they  remained  .undisturbed  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Years,  that  is  to  fay,  till  the  DilTolu- 
lion  of  the  Abbey  in  king  Henry  the  eighth’s  Days,  “  and 
t^en  this  noble  Monument,  (faith  Speed)  among  the 
•€C  fatal  Overthrows  of  infinite  mol'e,  was  altogether  razed 
*c  at  the  difpoie  of  feme  then  in  Com  million,  whole  over 
<c  haity  Addons,  and  too  forward  ZeaJ  in  thefe  Behalfs,  hath 
64  left  unto  us  a  Want  of  many  Truths,  and  caufe  to 
cc  wifh,  that  fome  of  their  Employments  had  been  better 
u  fpent. 
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